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A RESOLUTION honoring Kentuckian and Major League Baseball player Joe Blanton on MLB Day 2006 in Frankfort.

WHEREAS, Joe Blanton was born December 11, 1980, the son of Joey and Carolyn Blanton, and raised in Brownsville, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Joe Blanton attended Edmonson County schools through the 11th grade and spent his senior year at Franklin-Simpson High School, where he was named the state's Mr. Baseball in 1999, a year in which he led the Wildcats to the semi-finals of the KHSAA State Baseball Championship; and

WHEREAS, Joe Blanton attended the University of Kentucky, where he led the Southeastern Conference and ranked 8th among all NCAA Division I pitchers with 133 strikeouts in 2002; and

WHEREAS, Joe Blanton was drafted by the Oakland A's in the 1st round of the 2002 draft, making the major league team's opening day starting rotation in 2005; and

WHEREAS, Joe Blanton compiled a 12-12 record in 33 starts in his first year, a deceptive statistic that was more the product of poor run support than poor pitching, as his ERA of 3.55 shows; and

WHEREAS, after the first two months of his rookie year, when he compiled a record of 0-5 with a 6.66 ERA, Joe Blanton hit his stride, compiling a record of 12-7 with an impressive ERA of 2.53 for the remainder of the season; and

WHEREAS, the strong finish to his rookie season, including a 4-1 record in his last five games as the A's rallied furiously to just miss out on the last AL playoff spot, shows that the future for Joe Blanton is bright indeed;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby proclaim Joe Blanton to be an outstanding citizen of the Commonwealth and an exemplary role model for the young student athletes in the Bluegrass State, and congratulate him on his accomplishments.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Senator Brett Guthrie for presentation to Joe Blanton.
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