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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and memory of Rosa Parks.
With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to the Mother of the Modern-day Civil Rights Movement, whose performance of a single act of courage and quiet dignity on a public bus in Montgomery, Alabama in 1955, began the process of destruction of an institution of legalized racial discrimination and bigotry in the United States.
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks was born on February 4, 1913, to the late James McCauley, a carpenter, and Leona McCauley, a teacher in Tuskegee, Alabama; and she grew up having to endure the humiliation, degradation, and indignities of Jim Crow Laws that encouraged and endorsed racial segregation in virtually every aspect of daily life in the South; and
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks attended elementary school in Pine Level, Alabama until the age of 11; however, because there were no schools that admitted African-Americans beyond the sixth grade, her family moved to Montgomery, Alabama to enroll her in the Montgomery Industrial School for Girls, a private school; and she continued her secondary school education at the Alabama State Teachers College for Negroes; and
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks sadly recalled one of her earliest memories of racial discrimination stating, "I’d see the bus pass every day…But to me that was a way of life; we had no choice but to accept what was the custom. The bus was among the first ways I realized there was a black world and a white world"; and
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks on December 18, 1932, became the devoted and loving wife of Raymond Parks, member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and activist who worked soliciting funds for the defense of the Scottsboro Boys, a group of black boys falsely accused of raping two white women; and
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks was one of the first female members of the Montgomery Chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and was elected voluntary secretary to its president, Edgar Nixon, because as she described, "I was the only woman there, they needed a secretary, and I was too timid to say no"; and
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks was a member of the Voters' League, was employed at the Maxwell Air Force Base, worked as a housekeeper, and held a job as a seamstress for Clifford and Virginia Durr, who encouraged her to attend and eventually sponsored her at the Highlander Folk School, an education center for workers' rights and racial equality in Monteagle, Tennessee; and
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks had an ominous encounter on a rainy day in 1943 when James Blake, a bus driver for the Montgomery Transit System, demanded that she get off the bus after paying her fare and reenter through the back door; however, before exiting, she briefly sat down in a seat designated for "white passengers only" to pick up a purse she had dropped and the driver, outraged at her for sitting down in that seat, drove off as she was walking to reenter the bus; and
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks boarded a bus on Thursday, December 1, 1955, after a difficult day at work, paid her fare, and sat in the first row of the "colored section"; and as all of the “white passenger only” seats filled, bus driver James Blake demanded Parks and three others give up their seats so that white passengers could sit; however, as Parks recalled, "When that white driver stepped back toward us, when he waved his hand and ordered us up and out of our seats, I felt a determination cover my body like a quilt on a winter night"; and
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks was arrested for her refusal to give up her seat to a white passenger, and was charged and found guilty of disorderly conduct and violating a local ordinance, thus leading to a 381-day boycott of the Montgomery transit system and the galvanizing the civil rights movement nationwide; and 
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks successfully challenged Montgomery’s segregated transit system, which resulted in the United States Supreme Court affirming a District Court decision holding that the Montgomery segregation codes deny and deprive African-Americans equal protection of the laws; and
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks experienced hardship, harassment, and numerous threats in Montgomery, Alabama after the decision of the United States Supreme Court in her case, and was forced to relocate to Hampton, Virginia, and later to Detroit, Michigan; and 
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks worked over the years as a hostess, as a seamstress, and later as a secretary and receptionist in the office United States Representative John Conyers (D-Michigan), and served on the board of Advocates of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America; and
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks the continued her civil rights work by co-founding with Elaine Eason in February, 1987, the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development, a nonprofit organization dedicated to motivating youth to reach their highest potential with specially designed programs based on Mrs. Parks' philosophy of "Quiet Strength," which engages youth in hands-on experiences to build practical day-to-day living skills and provides cross-cultural exposure for nurturing a global and inclusive perspective; and

WHEREAS, Rosa Parks received the Spingard Medal from the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People; the Martin Luther King, Sr. Award from the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People; the Rosa Parks Peace Prize in Stockholm, Sweden; the International Freedom Conductor Award from the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center; the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President William J. Clinton; the Congressional Gold Medal; the Detroit-Windsor International Freedom Festive Freedom Award; the Alabama Academy of Honor; the Alabama Governor's Medal of Honor for Extraordinary Courage; and was inducted in the Michigan Women's Hall of Fame; has received two dozen honorary doctorates from universities worldwide; and was made an honorary member of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority; and
WHEREAS, Rosa Parks, upon her passing on October 24, 2005, became the thirty-first person, the first woman, the second African-American, and the first American who had not been a United States government official, to lie in state in the United States Capitol Rotunda;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor and memorialize the late Rosa Parks for her simple act of courage on December 1, 1955, and for her lifetime of grace and dignity.

Section 2.   The members of the Senate hereby express their utter sense of bereavement upon the death of Rosa Parks, and extend to her family its heartfelt sympathy and condolences.

Section 3.   The members of this honorable body praise the monumental impact Rosa Parks has had on all Americans.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Rosa & Raymond Parks Institute for Self-Development, 65 Cadillac Square, Suite 2200, Detroit, Michigan 48226.
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