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A RESOLUTION memorializing Robert D. Umphrey and adjourning the Senate in his honor.

WHEREAS, Robert D. Umphrey was steeped in the equine industry from the time he was a young man in Florida working side by side with his father; and

WHEREAS, Robert D. Umphrey worked in many diverse capacities at such prestigious racing venues as Gulfstream, Atlantic City, and Hialeah Park; and

WHEREAS, Robert D. Umphrey's exceptional knowledge of racing, his panache in the creative marketing of equine events, and his affable personality served as catalysts allowing him to become the secretary of racing for the inaugural Breeders' Cup in 1984 in Hollywood Park, at Golden Gate Fields from 1987 to 1993, and then at Calder from 1993; and

WHEREAS, at Calder in Florida, Robert D. Umphrey worked continuously to invent new racing events at Calder, and in the process convincing trainers, who were reluctant to send horses to the tropical climate of Florida in the summer as they felt it disturbed the horses, to successfully race their horses at Calder all throughout the year; and

WHEREAS, in his efforts to invent new racing events at Calder, Robert D. Umphrey's nimble and creative mind created such delightful events as the "Juvenile Showcase", the "Grand Slam", the "Senior Triple", a series of races mirroring the Triple Crown in terms of date and distance, the "Rocket Man Stakes", and the "June Jam", which evolved into the "Summit of Speed" which attracted major states winners from throughout the country; and

WHEREAS, Robert D. Umphrey was a promoter of Louisville's Churchill Downs, Incorporated's "Green Pastures Program" which provides opportunities for retirement of racehorses; and

WHEREAS, Robert D. Umphrey will be remembered as promoting a legacy of creative and popular racing events, as well as being a likable, knowledgeable, and creative individual; and

WHEREAS, Robert D. Umphrey was the loving and beloved husband of Janet Umphrey; and

WHEREAS, Robert D. Umphrey departed this life on January 2, 2006;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its most profound sense of sorrow and offers its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Robert D. Umphrey on the occasion of his passing.

Section 2.   The Senate affirms that Robert D. Umphrey's accomplishments in the equine industry were manifold and great and that his accomplishments have served not only the people who have had the fortune of working with and meeting him, but also the citizenry of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, who realize the equine industry beats in the hearts and resides in the souls of all Kentuckians.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it shall do so in honor of and respect for Robert D. Umphrey.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Janet Umphrey, 931 Washington Street, Hollywood, Florida 33019.
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