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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Joseph P. Pons, Sr.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Joseph P. Pons, Sr.

WHEREAS, Joseph P. Pons, Sr. was a native of Garden City, New York and a longtime resident of Bel Air, Maryland, and traversed these earthly bounds at the age of 83 on October 12, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Joseph P. Pons, Sr. was the patriarch of the family that owns Maryland's oldest commercial thoroughbred breeding farm, Country Life Farm; and

WHEREAS, Joseph P. Pons, Sr. helped guide Country Life Farm to become one of the premier thoroughbred breeding farms in the country, when he took it over with his brother John, following the death of their father Adolphe Pons; and

WHEREAS, Country Life Farm has produced several distinguished thoroughbreds including: Cigar, the 1995 and 1996 Horse of the Year and North America's all-time money leader; Carry Back, the 1961 Kentucky Derby and Preakness winner; Allen's Prospect, a five-time national leader by number of wins; and Malibu Moon, the sire of 2004 champion two-year-old Declan's Moon, and was also home to the Preakness party over which Mr. Pons presided each year; and

WHEREAS, Joseph P. Pons, Sr. proudly answered his nation's call to service during World War II by serving in an Army cavalry unit; and after the war successfully completed his studies at the University of Notre Dame and received a degree in economics; and

WHEREAS, Joseph P. Pons, Sr. was the loving husband of Mary Jo Ryan Pons for fifty-five years, and was also a devoted father to his five children: Joseph P. Pons, Jr., Andrew M. Pons, Michael Pons, Alice Pons, and Honore "Norah" Pons; and

WHEREAS, Joseph P. Pons, Sr. has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Joseph P. Pons, Sr. and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The Senate recognizes that Joseph P. Pons, Sr. was widely respected in the thoroughbred industry and that he has left an indelible mark on an industry that is highly regarded and revered in this Commonwealth.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Joseph P. Pons, Sr..

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Mary Jo Ryan Pons, Country Life Farm, Bel Air, Maryland 21014.
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