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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Silver Star recipient, Sergeant Leigh Ann Hester of the Kentucky National Guard.

WHEREAS, Sergeant Leigh Ann Hester has earned by her bravery and valor the distinction of being the first woman to receive the Silver Star for Valor since World War II; and

WHEREAS, it is believed that Sergeant Hester is the first woman to receive a Silver Star for close combat; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Leigh Ann Hester began her military career in April of 2001; she was first assigned to the 2123rd Transportation Company, which later changed over to the 617th Military Police Company; and Sergeant Hester has served with the 617th Military Police Company for over four years, most recently in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom; and

WHEREAS, on January 29, 2005, while serving as a team leader for Raven 42B, 617th Military Police Company, Sergeant Hester's mission was to assist Raven 42 in searching the Eastern Convoy Route for Improvised Explosive Devices; her convoy was ambushed by Anti Iraq Forces with heavy machine gun fire and rocket grenades; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Hester, under heavy fire, engaged two different fighting positions with her grenade launcher and M4 rifle; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Hester's actions resulted in her squad being able to flank the combatants, resulting in 27 Anti Iraqi Forces killed in action, 27 wounded in action, and one captured, together with a small arms cache; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Leigh Ann Hester's actions are in keeping with the finest traditions of military heroism, and reflect distinct credit upon herself, the Kentucky National Guard, her Military Police Company, and the United States of America;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate is proud to recognize the patriotic service of Sergeant Leigh Ann Hester to her county, and does hereby express its appreciation for her outstanding efforts. The Senate expresses its congratulations to Sergeant Hester as the first recipient of the Silver Star Medal since World War II, and extends our best wishes for further success in the future.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Sergeant Leigh Ann Hester.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Sergeant Leigh Ann Hester, Nashville, Tennessee, and to her mother and father, Sheila and Jerry Hester, Bowling Green, Kentucky.
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