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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Raoul Cunningham.

WHEREAS, it is appropriate for this august body to acknowledge the contributions of special Kentuckians who labor to enrich the lives of our fellow citizens; and

WHEREAS, Raoul Cunningham was born in 1943 in Louisville, Kentucky and began his civil rights career as a member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People Youth Council at the age of 14, assisting with voter registration; and 

WHEREAS, Raoul Cunningham's first active nonviolent protest was the picketing of the Brown Theater in Louisville, a local theater that refused to honor the tickets of young black students who had purchased tickets to see the highly acclaimed play "Porgy and Bess"; and

WHEREAS, Raoul Cunningham, building on the success of earlier protests, began recruiting other young people to join the nonviolent civil rights movement to effectuate change in public accommodations and, after careful consideration and strategic planning, systematically protested restaurants and lunch counters throughout Downtown Louisville where African Americans were refused service; and 

WHEREAS, Raoul Cunningham was a major player in the "Nothing New for Easter" Campaign, a nonviolent direct action designed to protest establishments in Downtown Louisville where African Americans were not allowed to try on clothes; and

WHEREAS, Raoul Cunningham attended Howard University in Washington, D.C., where he continued to fine-tune his skills in civil rights work and politics, and organized a Chapter of the Young Democrats, serving as president of the District of Columbia Federation of the College Young Democrats, as Vice President of the Young Democrats Club of America, and upon returning to Louisville, Kentucky, as Manager of the Georgia Davis Powers for Kentucky State Senate Campaign; and 

WHEREAS, Raoul Cunningham, throughout his life, has consistently and tirelessly sought to get citizens of the Commonwealth more involved in the electoral process by publicly displaying the intricate relationship between the civil rights movement, politics, and government, and, when necessary, the need for nonviolent protests to effectuate change therein; and

WHEREAS, Raoul Cunningham has served citizens of the Commonwealth and has freely given his time and energy in many capacities, including as Executive Director of the Kentucky Christian Leadership Conference, as Press Secretary to the Speaker of the Kentucky House of Representatives, as Senior Assistant for Legislative and Community Relations for United States Senator Walter Darlington Huddleston, and as Deputy Commissioner of the Kentucky Department of Personnel under Governor Martha Layne Collins and Governor Wallace G. Wilkinson; and 

WHEREAS, Raoul Cunningham is listed in "Who's Who Among American Blacks," "Who's Who in American Politics," "The Fascinating Story of Black Kentuckians: Their Heritage and Traditions" by Alice Dunnigan, "I Shared the Dream" by Georgia Powers, and "Sundays Down South" by James Chatham, and the production of "Living The Story," an oral history of the civil rights movement in Kentucky by Kentucky Educational Television; and 

WHEREAS, Raoul Cunningham has improved the lives of many Kentuckians through his contributions as Kentucky State Coordinator for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People Voter Empowerment Program, as Vice President for Public Affairs for the U.S. Corrections Corporation, and as Vice Chairman of the National African American Civil War Memorial Gala Committee; and

WHEREAS, Raoul Cunningham has received many honors and awards, including the Martin Luther King, Jr., Leadership Award from the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights in recognition of outstanding leadership and commitment to civil rights, and was inducted into the Kentucky Civil Rights Hall of Fame;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its heartfelt appreciation to Raoul Cunningham for his contributions to the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   This distinguished institution does hereby recognize and honor Raoul Cunningham for his lifelong dedication to the Louisville Metro community and to the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Raoul Cunningham.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Raoul Cunningham, c/o the Louisville Chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, P. O. Box 161173, Louisville, KY 40256.
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