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A RESOLUTION honoring Mary Lynn Collins upon the occasion of her retirement from the staff of the Legislative Research Commission.

WHEREAS, Mary Lynn Collins has devoted her entire working career to serving the citizens of the Commonwealth as an employee of the Legislative Research Commission, having joined the LRC staff in 1979, as a committee aide. From 1981 until 1995, Mary Lynn worked as a Legislative Analyst with the Energy and Agriculture and Natural Resources Committees, and she has served as the Committee Staff Administrator for the Capital Projects and Bond Oversight Committee since 1995; and

WHEREAS, her eleven-year tenure makes Mary Lynn the longest-serving Committee Staff Administrator of the Capital Projects and Bond Oversight Committee, which meets monthly to ensure compliance with numerous statutory requirements governing implementation of state capital projects and the issuance of state bonds. In her time with that committee, Mary Lynn has garnered the respect and admiration of members of the General Assembly and officials throughout state government; and

WHEREAS, Mary Lynn has been called upon to lend her excellent bill drafting skills to address a variety of complex issues, including solid waste; acid rain; forestry utilization and protection; government procurement practices and procedures; funding and oversight of state facility and courthouse construction projects; and state bonded indebtedness. Her dedication to the legislative process was illustrated during the 1991 Extraordinary Session of the General Assembly, when for more than four weeks, Mary Lynn worked tirelessly on Senate Bill 2, a comprehensive bill related to solid waste management; and

WHEREAS, Mary Lynn Collins has served the citizens of Frankfort and Franklin County as an active community leader, including being a founding member of the Citizens for Open Government; participating as a member of the Urge to Merge Committee and working as the lead drafter on the proposed charter for a merged city-county government; volunteering with the Community Education Program at the Thornhill Learning Center; and serving a president of The Friends of the Paul Sawyier Public Library; and

WHEREAS, Mary Lynn's nature to seek consensus and compromise was always underscored by the goal of public disclosure and appropriate use of tax dollars. Her pleasant personality, diplomatic skills, calm demeanor, and philosophy of collaboration are held in high regard by her friends, colleagues, and members of the General Assembly, and have impacted the tone and outcome of many complex and contentious issues; and

WHEREAS, Mary Lynn Collins has announced that she will be retiring from the staff of the Legislative Research Commission on August 31, 2006;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives proudly salutes Mary Lynn Collins for her contributions to the Legislative Research Commission, the General Assembly, her community, and her Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Mary Lynn Collins.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mary Lynn Collins, 131 Randolph Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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