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A RESOLUTION honoring Trooper Mark Stapleton on the occasion of his retirement from the Kentucky State Police and adjourning the House of Representatives in his honor.

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department of State Police was created by the Governor and the Legislature in 1948, and has since served to blanket the entire Commonwealth of Kentucky with its protection and service to not only the citizens of this state, but also to all who would enter within the borders of this Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, the 1000-member-strong force's core mission is to promote public safety through service, integrity, and professionalism, utilizing partnerships to prevent, reduce, and deter crime and the fear of crime; enhance highway safety through education and enforcement; safeguard property; and protect individual rights; and

WHEREAS, each member of the Kentucky State Police operates under a stringent code of ethical conduct and undergoes extensive professional training to achieve the Kentucky State Police's mission of protecting individuals within the borders of the Commonwealth, in order that each person may conduct his or her daily affairs safely. Each member plays a significant role in protecting the citizenry and enhancing the quality of life for all within this state; and

WHEREAS, Trooper Mark Stapleton is a proud, faithful member of the Kentucky State Police and has conducted himself in an exemplary manner according to the creeds of the Kentucky State Police since joining the force on January 12, 1986, as a cadet, and taking his first posting as a trooper that same year; and

WHEREAS, Trooper Mark Stapleton served dutifully, faithfully, and excellently in many capacities with the Kentucky State Police, including in executive security and special investigations; and

WHEREAS, Trooper Mark Stapleton received numerous letters of commendation for his service, including the Commissioner's Commendation in 1996, 1999, and 2003; and

WHEREAS, Trooper Mark Stapleton will retire from the Kentucky State Police on July 31, 2006;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives, on behalf of the citizens of the Commonwealth, extends its most heartfelt congratulations to Trooper Mark Stapleton on the occasion of his retirement from the Kentucky State Police, and affirms that his conduct at the Department was exemplary and reflective of the core values of the Department in which he faithfully and excellently executed his duties, earning the respect of the citizens of this Commonwealth. The House of Representatives thanks Trooper Mark Stapleton for his dedicated service to Kentucky.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives furthermore extends its best wishes for happiness and success to Trooper Mark Stapleton and his family, including his son, Taylor, as he enters this new era in his life and knows that the work-ethic, honor, intelligence, and consideration which served him well during his career with the Kentucky State Police will continue to serve him well.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it shall do so in celebration and honor of Trooper Mark Stapleton for a job well done.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Trooper Mark Stapleton, 4173 Weber Way, Lexington, Kentucky 40514.
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