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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Helen Huffman Rayburn.

WHEREAS, Helen Huffman Rayburn was born in Charters, Kentucky, on July 19, 1909, to the late Clay and Carrie Lewis Huffman, and departed this earthly life on April 24, 2006, at the age of 99 years. Growing up on a farm in rural Lewis County, Mrs. Rayburn had little access to books, and yearned for the day when she and other children could enjoy the world of reading. She attended Morehead State University and then returned to her native county to teach in rural schools throughout the area; and

WHEREAS, the wife of former Representative Hobart Rayburn, Mrs. Rayburn worked for a time at Citizens Deposit Bank as a bookkeeper and teller. Then, in 1953, the United Garment Workers of America donated a small bookmobile to the Lewis County Board of Education, which agreed to sponsor its operation, and Mrs. Rayburn eagerly volunteered to drive it up and down the hills and hollows of Lewis County, making her the first bookmobile driver in the Commonwealth and beginning her career with the library program that lasted more than half a century. In 1954, her husband co-sponsored the Porter-Rayburn bill, which established the Kentucky Public Library Bookmobile Program to serve citizens throughout Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, through the joint efforts of the Lewis County Fiscal Court, the Board of Education, various civic clubs, PTAs, and private citizens, funds were raised to establish a "reading room" on the third floor of the courthouse, which became Lewis County's first "library." Eventually, the Lewis County Public Library was constructed, and Mrs. Rayburn served as librarian from 1954 until her retirement in 1986, in the building that now bears her name; and

WHEREAS, following her retirement, Mrs. Rayburn continued to serve on the board of trustees of the library until her passing. In 1992, she was named Grand Marshall for the Lewis County Bicentennial Celebration; she received the Community Leadership Award from the Buffalo Trace Area Development District Board of Directors; and was named a "Hometown Hero" by WSAZ Television as part of the celebration of Helen Huffman Rayburn Day on July 19, 1998. She was one of the founders of the Lewis County Historical Society, and even as she entered the twilight of life, she remained a faithful member of the Vanceburg United Methodist Church, where she served as a Sunday School teacher and treasurer. Mrs. Rayburn was also named a Special Volunteer at St. Claire Hospice in recognition of her service to others, and during the 2002 Regular Session of the General Assembly, she was honored as the oldest bookmobile librarian in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Helen Huffman Rayburn was preceded in death by her husband, Hobart Rayburn, and is survived by two stepsons, Wilbur and Charles Rayburn; four grandchildren, Dr. William Rayburn, Anne Currie, Mary Lee Thomas, and Ella Sue Rayburn; eight great-grandchildren, Ashley, Sean, and Shana Thomas; Emily Thompson; Abigail Currie; Lindsay, Brittany, and Drake Rayburn; and three great-great-grandchildren, Jonathan, Emmanuel, and Malayah Thompson;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby expresses its deep sense of sorrow upon the passing of Helen Huffman Rayburn, and extends to her family, friends, and community its sincere condolences.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Helen Huffman Rayburn, and, while her passing saddens the hearts of all who knew her, may they take solace in these words, "Death is not extinguishing the light; it is putting out the light because dawn has come."

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Lady from Carter 96 for presentation on behalf of the members.
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