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BILL #:_BR329___________

Sponsor:_Rep. Richards _________________

                HB 121


Overall Impact:
Positive XX

Negative


Minimal

SUMMARY:



This bill would create a new section of KRS Chapter 197 to require the Department to levy a 25 cents transaction fee, not to exceed four dollars per month, on the transaction when a inmate accesses an inmate account; amend KRS 439.315 to increase the minimum felony probation or parole supervision fee to $25; amend KRS 532.050 to impose a fee for the preparation of a pre-sentence investigation; amend KRS 533.030 to require at least a 20 dollar fee for drug or alcohol tests for persons placed on parole or conditional discharge if that testing is ordered by the court. 

BUDGET/REVENUE:

Revenue Impact:
None

Undetermined
Increase XX
Decrease

Explanation:

This bill would generate revenue for Adult Institutions by imposing a $0.25 fee on each financial transaction initiated by an inmate.  This fee would greatly increase DOC’s agency receipt revenue, and could be used to help offset operating costs.  Additionally, the bill would allow DOC to retain $0.25 per day in probation and parole supervision fees.  The bill stipulates that these funds shall be used for a P&P call-in center, as DOC requested during the 2006-08 budget process.  At present caseload levels, this would generate approximately $3.1 million annually.  The bill would allow the Department to assess a fee on each offender for whom the court orders a Pre-Sentence Investigation, not to exceed $75.00 to help offset the cost of the PSI.  The bill also allows the imposition of a drug testing fee upon probationers and parolees of not less than $20, which could help offset the cost of drug tests.
Expenditure Impact:
None
XX
Undetermined
Increase
Decrease

Explanation:

Although some minor administrative costs could conceivably be precipitated by this bill, any expenditure would be more than offset by the increased revenue to the Department, as described above.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

Position:
Bill of Great Concern
Oppose
Negatively Neutral




Positively Neutral
Support
Strong Support  XX
Agency

Explanation:

DOC supports this legislation, due to the increased revenue it would generate, as well as the philosophy of having offenders bear more of the cost of their supervision and/or incarceration.
Activity:
Positively Active
XX
Negatively Active

Inactive

* Positively active would encourage action to be taken to get the law passed
* Negatively active would encourage action to be taken against the law being passed

* Inactive would encourage no action be taken as the effect of the law would be minimal.

Short Summary (1-2 Sentences QUICK and DIRTY):

DOC supports this legislation, due to the increased revenue it would generate, as well as the philosophy of having offenders bear more of the cost of their supervision and/or incarceration.
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