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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	 Crime Victim Protection


	SPONSOR
	Senator Julie Denton


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government

	X
X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 121 creates various new sections in KRS Chapter 14 to establish a crime victim address protection program for victims of domestic violence and abuse, stalking, and felony sexual offenses. It would allow crime victims to use an address provided by the Secretary of State in lieu of the person's actual physical address for the purpose of receiving mail and to allow crime victims to access government services based upon their actual address but utilizing the program's address on government records and documents, including the right to vote. 

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The fiscal impact of SB 121 on local government will likely be minimal. A provision of the bill affects the county clerk's office and relates to voter registration and absentee voting. The bill allows "a county clerk to substitute, on all voting records, the description ‘blind ballot’ where the name or address of a program participant as a voter might otherwise appear, thus allowing a program participant to vote by absentee ballot.” The county clerk must also transmit the absentee ballot to the participant at the address designated by the participant in his or her application.  

The bill's provisions may require local government officials to spend some time and expense to verify necessary information related to the victim's actual location of residency. For example, the county clerk would need to verify the accurate precinct in which the victim resides to provide the correct ballot.
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	LRC staff; Kentucky County Clerk's Association
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