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	Bill #:
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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	 An Act relating to criminal justice


	SPONSOR
	 Sen. Pendleton


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	
	


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	  Local jails


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

SB 173 amends KRS 500.110 to require that certain trials must occur within specified time frames or pretrial detention costs shift from counties to the Court of Justice. The measure also creates a new section of KRS Chapter 71 to require jailers to settle accounts with fiscal court.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The fiscal impact of SB 173 on local governments is expected to be moderate to significant. The measure specifies that if a person awaiting trial on misdemeanor charges is not brought to trial within 30 days and a person charged with a felony is not brought to trial within 60 days after the trial court obtains jurisdiction for the case, then the county responsible for the cost of detention will be reimbursed by the Court of Justice. 
Currently, local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a crime until the time of conviction and final sentencing. Prisoners awaiting trial can be housed in any of Kentucky's 88 local or regional jails at an average cost of $36.59
 per inmate day, paid for entirely at the local government's expense. Individual jail costs range from $19 to $88.44 per inmate day. Local jails that house prisoners awaiting trial whose trails do not begin within the timeframes set forth in SB 173 would be reimbursed the state inmate reimbursement rate. The current reimbursement rate is $30.94 per inmate day.
The Administrative Office of the Courts does not capture data on the average length of time between initial incarceration and the beginning of the trial, however, the Office does capture data on the length of time between initial incarceration and final sentencing, which averages 8.7 months. Representatives from the County Judge Executive Association and the Kentucky Jailers Association indicated that the amount of time a person is detained awaiting trail frequently exceeds the 30 and 60 day limits set forth in SB 173. 

SB 173 also requires jailers to settle accounts with fiscal court at the end of each fiscal year. This is expected to result in some minimal administrative costs for local jails.

	DATA SOURCE(S)
	 Administrative Office of the Courts, County Judge Exec Assn., Kentucky Department of Corrections; Kentucky Jailers Association; State Auditor's Office
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�Estimate derived from data from the Auditor of Public Accounts. The Auditor's report, Kentucky Jails A Financial Overview, reports the average cost of housing a prisoner as $36.25. This average is aggregated to the facility level. The estimate provided here is a per prisoner average for the state as a whole.
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