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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	 An Act relating to crimes and punishments


	SPONSOR
	 Rep. Melvin Henley


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	
	


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	  Local jails, Local law enforcement


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 164 create new sections of KRS Chapter 15 and 16 to allow local law enforcement agencies who participate in the KLEFP fund and the state police to enter into agreements with the federal government to allow their peace officers to enforce federal immigration law. The measure also creates a new section of KRS Chapter 431 to require jails and detention facilities to ascertain a detainee's immigration status and report detainees who are in the nation illegally to the federal government where the detainee has been arrested for a felony or for DUI.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The fiscal impact of HB 164 on local governments is expected to be moderate. Sections 1 and 2 of the measure allow local law enforcement agencies to negotiate memorandums of understanding with the federal government to allow local law enforcement officers to enforce federal immigration laws. The measure requires local law enforcement agencies who enter into such an agreement to designate peace officers to be trained in federal immigration and customs laws. The training is to be funded by the federal government and should not result in any cost to local governments.
Section 3 of HB 164 requires jails and detention facilities to ascertain the nationality of any detainee charged with a felony or DUI. If the detainee is a foreign national, the detaining facility is required to make a reasonable effort to verify their immigration status. If verification of lawful status cannot be made from documents in the possession of the prisoner, verification must be made within 48 hours through a query to the Law Enforcement Center of the United States Department of Homeland Security. If the prisoner is determined to not be lawfully admitted to the United States, the detaining facility must notify the US Department of Homeland Security.

To comply with the requirements of HB 164, local jails must have the ability to query the Law Enforcement Center. According to the Kentucky Jailers' Association, very few local jails currently have the capability of making such queries. Local jails would most likely need to purchase new computer systems or overhaul existing systems to meet the requirements of HB 164. This is expected to result in a moderate expense for local governments.
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