COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LOCAL MANDATE FISCAL IMPACT ESTIMATE

2007 REGULAR SESSION
2006 INTERIM

MEASURE

	 2007 RS BR 
	 809
	 
	
	Amendment:
	
	Committee
	
	Floor


	Bill #:
	   HB 169
	
	Amendment #
	 


	SUBJECT/TITLE
	 AN ACT relating to traffic regulations.


	SPONSOR
	  Rep Brandon Smith


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	x
	City;
	x
	County;
	x
	Urban-County


	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 Local law enforcement


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 169 amends KRS 189.010, relating to traffic regulations, to require all persons under the age of 16 who are operating or riding as a passenger on a bicycle to wear a bicycle helmet when on any highway or bicycle path
. Any parent, legal guardian, or other person with legal responsibility for a child under age 16 are prohibited from knowingly allowing the child to operate or ride on a bicycle without a bicycle helmet. 

Local law enforcement will enforce the provisions of the measure by issuing to the parent or legal guardian a written warning of the offense. Upon a second or third offense, fines of increasing amounts may be levied although the court may waive the fine under specified circumstances. Funds collected from the fines are placed in a separate Trust and Agency Account under the control of the Kentucky State Police for the purchase of bicycle helmets for children in need. 

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The fiscal impact of HB 169 on local government is expected to be minimal to moderate.  

If a child under the age of 16 fails to wear a bicycle helmet when operating or riding a bicycle on a highway or bicycle path, local law enforcement would provide a written notice to the child's parent or legal guardian providing notification of possible fines for a second or subsequent offenses.

Local government could incur additional administrative expenses from enforcing the measure. If the local government unit does not currently have a local ordinance regarding protective headgear safety standards for bicyclists under the age of 16, law enforcement personnel will require some additional training about standards. Law enforcement personnel will also have some additional administrative duties related to implementation of the measure: Establishment of procedures for location of the mailing address of the parent or guardian for the purpose of notification of the violation; Actual mailing of written warnings to the responsible parties, including providing postage; and Creation of a tracking system to identify when the child has been cited for second and subsequent offenses.

Local government could receive additional revenue from violations of the protective headgear requirements.  The penalty for second violations of the protective headgear requirement would be a fine of $25 for a second offense and $50 for a third or subsequent offense to include $125 in court costs (of which local governments receive 35.6 percent earmarked for various purposes). The Court may waive the fine but the parent or guardian would remain responsible for court costs.

	DATA SOURCE(S)
	LRC Transportation Committee Staff.
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�A "bicycle path" is defined as a public right-of-way under the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth of Kentucky or a political subdivision and designated for use primarily by bicycles and pedestrians.
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