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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	AN ACT relating to water.


	SPONSOR
	Representative Larry Belcher


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	x
	City;
	x
	County;
	
	Urban-County


	
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	County-Judge Executives from Bullet, Oldham, and Shelby; Louisville Metropolitan Sewer District; Water quality and Sewage treatment.


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 435 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 224, subchapter 70, relating to water quality, to establish a 7 member Floyds Fork Water Resources Council
 and give it the duties of planning and implementing a pilot program to:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
assess current stream loadings within the Floyds Fork watershed; and 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
present a series of alternatives to traditional policies and practices to protect water quality and manage growth in an economically and environmentally beneficial manner. 

The Floyds Fork Water Resources Council is to be managed as follows:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Through an agreement between the participating counties and the Louisville Metropolitan Sewer District;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
With the agreement (1) setting forth Council goals and objectives; (2) establishing an accounting process for receipt and expending funds; (3) identifying the cost of the pilot program; and (4) indicating the cost sharing requirements between participating counties and the Louisville Metropolitan Sewer District;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Through the establishment of by-laws for administration of Council affairs;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h     With the Council directed to identify any local, state, and federal funding for the pilot; 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
With the Council authorized to apply for and receive any of these identified funds;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
With the Council authorized to make and administer contracts in support of the planning and implementation of the pilot;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
With the Council making a report annually to the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources. 


Floyds Fork is 62 miles long. Floyds Fork tributaries add 105 miles in stream length, allowing the watershed to drain about 284 square miles. Named for John Floyd, a leader of a party of surveyors from Fincastle County, Virginia, who mapped the area in 1774, the Floyds Fork watershed remains  today remarkably as John Floyd discovered it – a wealth of scenic vistas, riparian wildlife and plants, fossil beds, archeological and historical sites and recreational opportunities. The Floyds Fork watershed is located in portions of Jefferson, Henry, Oldham, Shelby, Spencer and Bullitt Counties. 

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The fiscal impact of HB 435 on local governments is expected to be nil to moderate. The measure will have a measurable effect only on Bullitt, Oldham, and Shelby Counties. For counties not participating in the Council activities, the fiscal impact would be nil.

Implementation of HB 435 requires the establishment of a 7 member Floyds Fork Water Resources Council (with the county-judge executive or deputy judge executive of Bullitt, Oldham, and Shelby counties serving as members) and sets forth various duties related to:  (1) the planning and implementation of a pilot program to assess current stream loadings within the Floyds Fork watershed; and (2) presenting a series of alternatives to traditional policies and practices to protect water quality and manage growth.  

Implementation of the measure would require additional administrative expenses for the Office of County-Judge Executive for the counties of Bullitt, Oldham, and Shelby. County officials participating in the Water Resources Council would incur expenses required for participation in the Council activities for however long was required to plan and implement the pilot program.  

Other necessary administrative expenses for the Council and the Pilot Program would include: 

(1) Additional clerical and technical personnel, including legal personnel,  sufficient to carry out the duties of  the Council, including meeting support requirements, the making and administering of contracts, the preparation of grant application and implementation support; 

(2) Additional supplies and equipment required to support the Council and Pilot Program activities; and 

(3) Any technical and legal consultants necessary to support the Council activities, including (a) the assessment of current stream loadings within the watershed; (b) development of a series of water quality and growth management alternatives; and (c) preparation of the required annual reports for the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources.

An unknown portion of administrative expenses would be expected to qualify for reimbursement from any federal, state, or local funding sources obtained to carry out the measure.

Although the Louisville Metropolitan Sewer District is represented on the Council, the nature of any relationship with the executive authority of the Louisville-Jefferson County Consolidated Local Government is unclear in the measure.
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�The Council membership is appointed by the Governor and consists of the 7 following members: (1) County-judge executive or deputy judge executive from the counties of Bullitt, Oldham, and Shelby; (2) One representative of the Louisville Metropolitan Sewer District; (3) One representative of the Kentucky Farm Bureau; (4) One representative of the Kentucky Homebuilders Association; and (5) One representative of a local environmental community.
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