HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2007 REGULAR SESSION


Amend printed copy of HB 64

On page 11, after line 13, insert the following:

"Section 8.   KRS 157.3175 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
[Beginning with the 1990-91 school year,] It shall be the responsibility of each local school district to assure that a developmentally appropriate half-day preschool education program is provided for each child [who is four (4) years of age by October 1 of each year and] at risk of educational failure as follows:

(a)
Prior to the 2008-2009 school year, for each child four (4) years of age by October 1 of each year; and

(b)
Beginning with the 2008-2009 school year, for each child (4) years of age by August 1 of each year. [Any school district which can show a lack of facilities to comply with this section may apply for an exemption to delay implementation until 1991-92.] 

(2)
All other four (4) year old children shall be served to the extent placements are available.

(3)
The Kentucky Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the commissioner of education[chief state school officer], shall adopt administrative regulations establishing the guidelines for the program. Administrative regulations shall establish eligibility criteria, program guidelines, and standards for personnel.

(4)[(2)]
"Developmentally appropriate preschool program" means a program which focuses on the physical, intellectual, social, and emotional development of young children. The preschool program shall help children with their interpersonal and socialization skills.

(5)[(3)]
Funds appropriated by the General Assembly for the preschool education programs shall be granted to local school districts according to a grant allotment system approved by the Kentucky Board of Education. Children who are at risk shall be identified based on the Federal School Lunch Program eligibility criteria for free lunch. Appropriations shall be separate from all other funds appropriated to the Department of Education.

(6)[(4)]
The commissioner of education[chief state school officer] shall receive and review proposals from local school districts for grants to operate or oversee the operation of developmentally appropriate preschool education programs. Districts may submit proposals for implementing new services, enhancing existing preschool education services, or contracting for services. In designing a local early childhood education program, each district shall work with existing preschool programs to avoid duplication of programs and services, to avoid supplanting federal funds, and to maximize Head Start funds in order to serve as many four (4) year old children as possible.

(7)[(5)]
Each program proposal shall include, at a minimum:

(a)
A description of the process conducted by the district to assure that the parents or guardians of all eligible participants have been made aware of the program and of their right to participate;

(b)
A description of the planned educational programming and related services;

(c)
The estimated number of children participating in the program;

(d)
Strategies for involving children with disabilities;

(e)
Estimated ratio of staff to children with the maximum being one (1) adult for each ten (10) children;

(f)
The estimated percentage of children participating in the program who are at risk of educational failure;

(g)
Information on the training and qualifications of program staff and documentation that the staff meet required standards;

(h)
A budget and per-child expenditure estimate;

(i)
A plan to facilitate active parental involvement in the preschool program, including provisions for complementary parent education when appropriate;

(j)
Facilities and equipment which are appropriate for young children;

(k)
The days of the week and hours of a day during which the program shall operate;

(l)
A plan for coordinating the program with existing medical and social services, including a child development and health screening component;

(m)
Assurances that participants shall receive breakfast or lunch;

(n)
Program sites which meet state and local licensure requirements;

(o)
A plan for coordinating program philosophy and activities with the local district's primary school program;

(p)
An evaluation component; and

(q)
Certification from the Head Start director that the Head Start program is fully utilized pursuant to subsection (4) of this section.

(8)[(6)]
Programs shall reflect an equitable geographic distribution representative of all areas of the Commonwealth.

Section 9.   KRS 157.226 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
[Effective with the 1991-92 school year,] Any child who has been identified as disabled in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Public Law 101-476, or as exceptional by KRS 157.200(1)(a) to (m) and corresponding administrative regulations, [and who is three (3) or four (4) years of age, or who may become five (5) years of age after October 1 of the current year,] shall be eligible for a free and appropriate preschool education and related services as follows:

(a)
Prior to the 2008-2009 school year, for each child who is three (3) or four (4) years of age, or who may become five (5) years of age after October 1 of the current year; and

(b)
Beginning with the 2008-2009 school year, for each child who is three (3) or four (4) years of age, or who may become five (5) years of age after August 1 of the current year.

(2)
The General Assembly shall provide funds to be used for preschool education programs and related services for children with disabilities. Appropriations shall be separate from all other state funds appropriated to the Department of Education and shall be administered in accordance with applicable state statutes and administrative regulations and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Public Law 101-476.

(3)
Eligible local school districts shall receive funds based on the number of appropriately identified preschool children with disabilities being served on December 1 of the prior year. Program funding shall be adjusted proportionately when enrollment data in any district for the first two (2) months of the current school year is more than five percent (5%) above or below the number of children being served in the previous year. A supplemental enrollment count shall be taken after December 1 to allow partial funding for children with disabilities who become three (3) years of age after December 1 and consequently begin to receive services after that date. Local school districts may develop cooperative arrangements with other school districts or organizations in accordance with KRS 157.280.

(4)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall adopt administrative regulations related to the administration and supervision of programs, eligibility criteria, personnel requirements, and the allocation and use of funds.

Section 10.   KRS 158.030 is amended to read as follows:

"Common school" means an elementary or secondary school of the state supported in whole or in part by public taxation. No school shall be deemed a "common school" or receive support from public taxation unless the school is taught by a certified teacher for a minimum school term as defined by KRS 158.070 and every child residing in the district who satisfies the age requirements of this section has had the privilege of attending it. Provided, however, that any child who is six (6) years of age, or who may become six (6) years of age by October 1, shall attend public school or qualify for an exemption as provided by KRS 159.030.

(1)
Prior to the 2008-2009 school year, any child who is five (5) years of age, or who may become five (5) years of age by October 1, may enter a primary school program, as defined in KRS 158.031, and may advance through the primary program without regard to age in accordance with KRS 158.031(6); and
(2)
Beginning with the 2008-2009 school year, any child who is five (5) years of age, or who may become five (5) years of age by August 1, may enter a primary school program, as defined in KRS 158.031, and may advance through the primary program without regard to age in accordance with KRS 158.031(6).".
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