COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LOCAL MANDATE FISCAL IMPACT ESTIMATE

2007 REGULAR SESSION
2006 INTERIM

MEASURE

	2007 RS BR 
	 258
	 Rev. 1
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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	 An Act relating to crimes and punishments


	SPONSOR
	 Rep. Denham


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	
	


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	  Local law enforcement, Local jails


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 81 amends KRS 514.030 through 514.110 relating to various theft offenses to provide guidelines for valuing stolen property, and to increase the penalty for thefts of firearms, anhydrous ammonia, and property valued at $10,000 or more.
	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The fiscal impact of HB 81 on local governments is expected to be minimal. Currently, these theft offenses are Class A misdemeanors unless the value of the property is $300 or more, in which case they are Class D felonies. HB 81 would include the theft of a firearm as a Class D felony regardless of the value of the firearm. The measure would increase the penalty to a Class C felony if the value of the property was $10,000 or more (including firearms), a Class B felony if the property was anhydrous ammonia and it was a first offense, and a Class A felony if the property was anhydrous ammonia and it was a second or subsequent offense.
Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with any Class of felony until the time of conviction and final sentencing. Prisoners awaiting trial or final sentencing can be housed in any of Kentucky's 88 local or regional jails at an average cost of $36.59
 per inmate day, paid for entirely at the local government's expense. Individual jail costs range from $19 to $88.44 per inmate day. The average length of a prisoner's stay prior to conviction and final sentencing is 8.7 months. 

Upon sentencing, Class C and D felons meeting the Kentucky Department of Corrections' requirements for Level I custody can be housed in any one of 74 state approved local or regional jails for the duration of their sentence, with the state reimbursing the local jail for a portion of the incarceration costs. The average cost of housing a state prisoner at one of the facilities is $36.56
 per inmate day, with individual jail costs ranging from $19 to $75.95 per inmate day. The current rate of reimbursement from the state is $30.94 per inmate day. Class A and B felons are housed at state facilities at no cost to local governments. 

HB 81 may increase the amount of time a prisoner is housed at a local facility if the penalty is increased from a Class A misdemeanor or a Class D felony to a Class C felony. This would be an added cost to local jails. The measure may also reduce the number of felons housed at local facilities if the penalty is increased from a Class A misdemeanor or a Class D felony to a Class A or B felony.

The number of cases resulting in an increase in incarcerations in local jails at the local governments’ expense under HB 81 is expected to be small, therefore, the costs borne by local governments are expected to be minimal.
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�Estimate derived from data from the Auditor of Public Accounts. The Auditor's report, Kentucky Jails A Financial Overview, reports the average cost of housing a prisoner as $36.25. This average is aggregated to the facility level. The estimate provided here is a per prisoner average for the state as a whole.


�Estimate derived from data from the Auditor of Public Accounts. The estimate includes only those facilities that have elected to house state prisoners.
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