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Subject:
AN ACT relating to terms of imprisonment for capital offenses.


Sponsor(s):
T. Pullin 
Introduction Date: 1/2/2007
Assignment Date: 1/3/2007
Due Date:      
Summary of Legislation
	Amend KRS 532.030 to create the sentence of imprisonment for not less than 25 years nor more than 50 years in place of the present sentencing option of life without the benefit of probation or parole for 25 years; amend KRS 439.3401 and 532.025 to conform.


Summary/External Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (Describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups):   FORMDROPDOWN 

	This change would impact a relatively small percentage of our population


Fiscal/Budget or Revenue Impact -- Include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (Identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted. NOTE: In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Dept. of Corrections.):

Revenue Impact:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Expenditure Impact:  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Inasmuch as this bill would ostensibly increase the length of some sentences, it could at some point in the future increase our inmate population, depending on the determination of parole eligibility.  Assuming the current parole eligibility standard of 85% for a violent offender, parole eligibility would not occur until the inmate had served 42.5 years of his/her sentence.

In actuality, this bill would probably have a small impact on DOC for two reasons.  First, the rate for parole among violent offenders is usually relatively small.  With this factor in the equation, the gap between the sentence “Life w/o Parole for 25 years” and the proposed sentence of “Imprisonment Between 25 and 50 years” narrows considerably.  Second, this change would impact a relatively small percentage of our population.  Currently, we have only 235 inmates serving a sentence of Life w/o Parole for 25 years, and only 14 inmates serving this sentence were received into the system in FY06.

In conclusion, the bill would likely produce at least some increase in our population, but due to the variables discussed above, there is no way to accurately forecast an amount.  Of course, the effects of any increase from this bill would not be realized for 25 years from now, given that inmates presently sentenced to Life w/o Parole for 25 years would have to serve that minimum amount anyway.




Recommendations:
Position:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Activity:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Short Summary

	The bill will likely produce at least some increase in our population, but due to the variables involved, there is no way to accurately forecast an amount.  


Comments
	     


Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
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