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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Local Option Elections


	SPONSOR
	Senator Ernie Harris


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	
	Urban-County


	
	Charter County
	
	Consolidated Local


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 County Clerks, legislative body, Board of Elections 


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 63 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 242 to authorize a local option election to permit the sale of alcoholic beverages by the drink at limited restaurants with a seating capacity of 50 or more persons if the alcoholic beverages are sold in conjunction with a meal. It amends KRS 241.010 to define a limited restaurant.

Additionally, SB 63 amends KRS 243.033 to authorize a caterer to sell alcoholic beverages by the drink at locations away from the licensed premises or at the caterer's designated banquet hall in conjunction with the catering of food and alcoholic beverages for a customer and his or her guests in cities and counties where the limited restaurant is established.
	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The fiscal impact of SB 63 would be limited to those local governments that are located in a dry area and in which a petition for an election is filed with the county clerk. Currently there are 53 dry counties, which are areas where a majority of voters have voted in favor of prohibition under KRS Chapter 242.190 to 242.430. The costs for these counties, should a valid petition by filed, relate primarily to holding a local option election in the city or county.
Under KRS 242.060, a county bears the cost of a local option election. Based on the 2006 County Clerk Questionnaire, the State Board of Elections estimates that the per-precinct average cost of conducting an election is $1,820. Costs associated with a local option election include: certifying the petition by the county clerk's office, setting an election date by the County Judge/Executive; ballot publication in the local newspaper, training and payment of the election workers, and monitoring by the company that sets up the county's voting machines.

KRS 243.060 and 243.070 permits local governments to issue alcoholic beverage licenses. The statute sets forth the maximum amount that a county or city by class may charge for the license. These fees would generate a minimal amount of funds for a local government.
	DATA SOURCE(S)
	LRC staff; Office of Alcoholic Beverage Control; Kentucky State Board of Elections.
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