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AN ACT relating to the State Board of Agriculture.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 246.120 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The board shall consist of seventeen (17)[fourteen (14)] members as follows:

(a)
The Governor, or the Governor's designee, who shall be a voting member;

(b)
The commissioner, or the commissioner's designee, who shall be a voting member and serve as chairman;

(c)[(b)]
The director of the agricultural experiment station, or the director's designee, who shall be a voting member and serve as vice chairman;

(d)[(c)]
The president of the Kentucky Farm Bureau, or the president's designee, who shall be a voting member;

(e)
One (1) voting member appointed by the Governor from a list of three (3) large-animal veterinarians nominated by the Kentucky Veterinary Medical Association;

(f)
One (1) voting member appointed by the Governor from a livestock group not represented in paragraph (h) of this subsection;

(g)
One (1) voting member appointed by the Governor from a group not affiliated with livestock and not represented in paragraph (h) of this subsection;

(h)
1.
Seven (7) voting members[Nine (9) citizens of the Commonwealth] appointed by the Governor, with assistance by the department, as follows: one (1) farmer each from the seven (7) commodity-specific organizations that represent the agricultural commodities with the greatest cash receipts from farm marketings as reported by the most recent on-line edition of the Annual Kentucky Agricultural Statistics Bulletin. Each of the commodity-specific organizations may submit a list of three (3) nominations to the Governor by March 1. If more than one (1) commodity-specific organization represents the same commodity, each organization may submit three (3) nominees, but the Governor shall determine the board representative for that commodity.

2.
The department shall assist the Governor by contacting commodity organizations named in this paragraph, collecting a list of three (3) potential representatives from each organization, and delivering the list to the Governor[ who shall serve as voting members];

(i)[(d)]
The state president of the Future Farmers of America who shall serve as a nonvoting member;

(j)[(e)]
The state president of the Young Farmers of America who shall serve as a nonvoting member; and

(k)[(f)]
The state president of the 4-H Club who shall serve as a nonvoting member.

(2)
The ten (10)[nine (9)] voting members appointed by the Governor[from the state at large] shall be experienced and practical farmers or agriculturalists. No more than six (6) of the ten (10)[five (5) of the nine (9)] shall belong to the same political party.

(3)
Upon the expiration of the term of each appointed member of the board, and every four (4) years thereafter, the Governor shall appoint a successor. Members shall serve until their successors are duly appointed and qualified. Vacancies on the board shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment.

(4)
No member of the board shall be a lobbyist as defined by KRS 11A.010.

(5)
The board shall be a body corporate under the corporate name "State Board of Agriculture" and shall have the usual corporate powers.

Section 2.   To carry out the changes to the Board of Agriculture as provided by Section 1 of this Act:

(1)
The nine members named under subsections (1)(f), (1)(g), and (1)(h) of Section 1 of this Act shall replace the existing nine citizens of the Commonwealth appointed by the Governor;

(2)
The Governor shall, within 60 days of the effective date of this Act:

(a)
Appoint a large-animal veterinarian, as required under subsection (1)(e) of Section 1 of this Act;

(b)
Appoint a member from a livestock group not represented in subsection (1)(h) of Section 1 of this Act, as required under subsection (1)(f) of Section 1 of this Act;

(c)
Appoint a member from a group not affiliated with livestock and not represented in subsection (1)(h) of Section 1 of this Act, as required under subsection (1)(g) of Section 1 of this Act; and

(d)
Appoint seven members representing commodity-specific organizations, as required under subsection (1)(h) of Section 1 of this Act.

(3)
The terms of the members appointed by the Governor in accordance with subsection (2) of this section shall expire on March 1, 2016.

(4)
The members appointed by the Governor in accordance with subsection (2) of this section may be existing members. It is intended that existing members may be appointed if they otherwise meet the qualifications required by Section 1 of this Act.

Section 3.   This Act takes effect January 1, 2012.
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