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AN ACT relating to Public Service Commission members.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall study the positive and negative effects of restructuring the Public Service Commission on representing utility rate payers and on the provision of public utility service in the Commonwealth.  The study shall examine the cost of restructuring to elect members rather than to appoint members and to expand the number of members from three to seven. The impact of restructuring shall include examination of the cost of electing members of the Public Service Commission in regular and special elections and the variable impact on those costs by expanding the number of commissioners from three to seven.  The study shall also include an estimate of the cost of increasing the number of commissioners from three to seven on the Kentucky Retirement Systems.

Section 2.   In addition, the study shall fully evaluate the potential impact on rate payers as a result of the election of or alteration of the composition of the Public Service Commission. The study shall also make recommendations to protect rate payers from excessive increases, to provide additional consumer input into the rate making process and to provide consumer protections. The study shall be completed by December 1, 2011, and shall be delivered to the Legislative Research Commission for assignment to the committee of jurisdiction.

Section 3.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof and to designate a study completion date.
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