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AN ACT relating to legislative action on appropriations and revenue bills.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 6 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Amendment" means any floor amendment, committee amendment, committee substitute, conference committee report, or free conference committee report;

(b)
"Appropriations bill" means any legislation specifically authorizing the expenditure of public funds as expressed in the title of the bill;

(c)
"Public funds" has the same meaning as in KRS 446.010;

(d)
"Publicly available" means the earlier of:

1.
The legislation having been filed with the Clerk of the Senate or the Clerk of the House of Representatives; or 

2.
The legislation being available on the General Assembly Web site; and

(e)
"Revenue bill" means any legislation that increases or decreases revenue receipts as defined in KRS 48.010.

(2)
(a)
The full text of the version of each appropriations bill or revenue bill that will be voted on the floor of either chamber during a regular session of the General Assembly shall be publicly available for at least forty-eight (48) hours before the bill may be considered on the floor by the chamber with possession of the bill.

(b)
Any amendment to an appropriations bill or a revenue bill during a regular session of the General Assembly shall be filed and publicly available for at least forty-eight (48) hours before the amendment may be considered on the floor by the chamber with possession of the bill being amended. This paragraph shall not apply to amendments posted for concurrence or receding by either chamber or conference committee reports which indicate that the committees cannot agree.

(c)
For purposes of this subsection, the forty-eight (48) hour period shall end at midnight of the calendar day next succeeding the calendar day on which the legislation becomes publicly available.  

(3)
All appropriations bills and revenue bills enacted by the General Assembly during a regular session of the General Assembly shall receive final passage within a timeframe that will allow the General Assembly to override any gubernatorial veto of the legislation.

(4)
Any legislation enacted during a regular session of the General Assembly that fails to comply with the provisions of this section shall be null and void.

Section 2.   KRS 48.100 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Amendment" means any floor amendment, committee amendment, or committee substitute; and

(b)
"Conference committee report" means the final report relating to a branch budget bill agreed to by a conference or free conference committee established by the Senate and the House of Representatives according to the rules of each chamber.

(2)
The process for the consideration and passage of branch budget bills during an even-numbered-year regular session of the General Assembly shall be as follows:

(a)
A branch budget recommendation shall be submitted to the General Assembly by the Governor for the executive branch, the Chief Justice for the judicial branch, and the Legislative Research Commission for the legislative branch. The budget recommendations shall be submitted to the General Assembly on or before the tenth legislative day of each even-numbered-year regular session[, except in the year following the election of a new Governor when the budget recommendations shall be submitted not later than the fifteenth legislative day of an even-numbered-year regular session].

(b)
Before the first legislative day of each even-numbered-year regular session, the Legislative Research Commission shall adopt a schedule to govern the dates by which certain legislative actions shall be taken by each chamber regarding all branch budget bills that may be filed during the session. This schedule shall provide for the following deadlines, beyond which no vote may be taken by a chamber on the respective branch budget bill:

1.
The legislative day by which the General Assembly may override any gubernatorial veto of the branch budget bill;

2.
The legislative day by which the chamber introducing a branch budget bill shall pass that bill and amendments thereto and send it to the other chamber;

3.
The legislative day by which the chamber receiving a branch budget bill shall pass that bill and amendments thereto; and

4.
The legislative day by which the conference committee reports of all branch budget bills shall be voted on by each chamber.

(c)
Any legislation enacted during an even-numbered-year regular session that fails to comply with the provisions of this subsection shall be null and void.

(3)[(2)]
Budget recommendations shall be submitted on the first day of any extraordinary session called for the purpose of amending a branch budget bill.
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