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On page 1, following line 11, by inserting the following:

"Section 3.   (1)
The Kentucky Department of Agriculture is urged to form a task force to study and offer recommendations regarding the establishment of an urban agriculture segment in the state. The goal of the task force should be to enhance and elevate urban agriculture, and vertical farming, if applicable, in urban and metropolitan areas. In forming and coordinating the task force, the department should seek the participation of key stakeholders, including the University of Kentucky and Kentucky State University cooperative extension services, the Governor's Office of Agricultural Policy, representing the Agricultural Development Board, the Division of Conservation, relevant livestock and commodity associations, the Kentucky Agricultural Council, citizen-members who represent urban and metropolitan areas of the state, and persons with a background in farmers' markets, urban agriculture, and sustainable agriculture. The department also is urged to consult with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, which operates Know Your Farm, Know Your Food, a USDA initiative to promote sustainable local and regional food system.

(2)
The task force should study, identify, and offer solutions for resolving and removing barriers regarding the following issues:


(a)
Trends in urban farming, urban farm cooperatives, sustainable agriculture, and farmers' markets;


(b)
The identification of potential suppliers, stakeholders, and interested parties;


(c)
Existing services, resources, capacity for urban farming, and the delivery of fresh farm products to urban areas;


(d)
The need for state legislation or policies.

(3)
The task force should hold three (3) hearings around the state to determine the impact on affected communities and populations, including economic implications. In the development of its findings and recommendations, the task force shall report to the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and to the Governor no later than June 15, 2012.

(4)
The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to send a copy of this Act to the Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture, 111 Corporate Drive, Frankfort, KY 40601; the Executive Director of the Agricultural Development Board, 404 Ann Street, Frankfort, KY 40601; the Dean of the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, S123 Ag Science-North, Lexington, KY 40546-0091; the Dean of the Kentucky State University College of Agriculture, Food Science, and Sustainable Agriculture, in care of Kentucky State University 400 East Main Street, Frankfort, KY 40601; the Director of the Division of Conservation, 375 Versailles Road, Frankfort, KY 40601; and the Chairman of the Board of the Kentucky Agricultural Council, in care of Dawn Riley, 2145 Woodford Place, Louisville, KY 40205."
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