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AN ACT relating to passenger rail.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 174 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Passenger Rail Transportation Advisory Board is hereby created as an advisory body to the executive and legislative branches of government on matters pertaining to passenger rail transportation.

(2)
The Passenger Rail Transportation Advisory Board shall be composed of nine (9) members to be appointed by the Governor as follows:

(a)
Three (3) members representing rail transportation companies, appointed from a list of five (5) names submitted by the American Association of Railroads;

(b)
One (1) member representing the Kentucky Railroad Association who represents a short line railroad, appointed from a list of three (3) names submitted by the Kentucky Railroad Association;

(c)
Three (3) members representing rail transportation employees, appointed from a list of five (5) names submitted by the Kentucky State AFL-CIO;

(d)
One (1) member representing Kentuckians for Better Transportation, appointed from a list of three (3) names submitted by the Kentuckians for Better Transportation organization; and

(e)
One (1) member representing the Coalition for the Advancement of Regional Transportation, appointed from a list of three (3) names submitted by that organization.
(3)
After the initial appointments, members of the Passenger Rail Transportation Advisory Board shall serve terms of four (4) years, and shall continue to be appointed in the same manner as initial appointments. Members shall be eligible to succeed themselves and shall serve until their successors are appointed.

(4)
Members of the Passenger Rail Transportation Advisory Board shall not be paid for their service as board members and shall not be reimbursed for any expenses involved in attending board meetings.

(5)
The Passenger Rail Transportation Advisory Board shall elect a chair and a vice chair from its membership who shall serve in those capacities until replaced. A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of conducting business. The board shall be subject to the provisions of the Kentucky Open Records Act, KRS 61.870 to 61.884.

(6)
The Passenger Rail Transportation Advisory Board shall meet quarterly, upon the call of the chair, when a majority of the board members request a meeting, or at the request of the secretary of the Transportation Cabinet. The board shall receive assistance in carrying out its administrative functions from the Transportation Cabinet and shall be attached to the Transportation Cabinet for administrative purposes.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 174 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Passenger Rail Transportation Advisory Board shall:

(1)
Advise the Transportation Cabinet, the Cabinet for Economic Development, the Governor, and the General Assembly on matters relating to passenger rail transportation;

(2)
Recommend action to enable the Commonwealth to make better use of its passenger rail assets for future economic growth;

(3)
Recommend the duties and functions of positions within state government responsible for passenger rail transportation;

(4)
Recommend criteria for setting priorities for funding passenger rail transportation projects, including high-speed rail and improved track utilization;

(5)
Study and evaluate federal plans for improved passenger rail service to identify grant opportunities and to ensure that these opportunities are pursued;

(6)
Recommend criteria for setting priorities for funding passenger rail improvements by incorporation of improved rail infrastructure as an economic development priority for the Commonwealth;

(7)
Study passenger railroad public safety issues and make recommendations to ensure that passenger rail transportation in Kentucky is safe for passengers and the public at large; and

(8)
Report findings of studies and research on passenger rail transportation utilization and future opportunities for passenger and high-speed rail services annually to the Kentucky General Assembly and recommend legislative action needed to fulfill future rail transportation needs.

Section 3.   The initial terms for members of the Passenger Rail Transportation Advisory Board established in Section 1 of this Act shall be as follows:

(1)
One member representing rail transportation companies and one member representing rail transportation employees shall serve terms that expire on September 30, 2012;

(2)
One member representing rail transportation companies and one member representing rail transportation employees shall serve terms that expire on September 30, 2013;

(3)
One member representing rail transportation companies and one member representing rail transportation employees shall serve terms that expire on September 30, 2014;

(4)
One member representing Kentuckians for Better Transportation shall serve a term that expires on September 30, 2015;

(5)
One member representing the Coalition for the Advancement of Regional Transportation shall serve a term that expires on September 30, 2015; and

(6)
One member representing the Kentucky Railroad Association in accordance with subsection (2)(b) of Section 1 of this Act shall serve a term that expires September 30, 2015.
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