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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	165


	Bill #:
	HB 113


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to deadly weapons. 


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Harmon


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Local jails; local governments


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
Unless otherwise prohibited, HB 113 grants people twenty-one years old or older the ability to carry a concealed firearm. Subsequently, HB 113 eliminates a provision that makes carrying a concealed weapon a crime. Carrying a concealed weapon is currently a Class A misdemeanor unless the person has been previously convicted of a felony that involved a deadly weapon, in which case it is a Class D felony (KRS 527.020(9)). 
HB 113 also amends KRS 237.106 to state that public organizations or people may be subject to damages if they prohibit or attempt to prohibit a person who is legally entitled to possess a firearm from possessing one in certain circumstances. 

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of the bill is an expected net decrease in local jail expenditures and an indeterminable impact on other local government expenditures. 
Local jail costs are expected to decline because fewer people will be charged and incarcerated for carrying a concealed weapon. Although the number of people who will not be incarcerated is unknown, the number of past violations related to the concealed weapons law can provide some guidance. In 2010, 929 criminal cases involved people found guilty of concealed weapons violations under KRS 527.020, but the number of people who were subsequently incarcerated is not readily available. 
As the number of people incarcerated in local jails declines, so too will state reimbursements to local jails. Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual for a Class A misdemeanor and for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a felony (if they do not make bail) until disposition of the case. Upon sentencing, the state reimburses local jails at the rate of $31.34
 a day for persons convicted of a Class D felony, but that reimbursement may or may not cover the cost of housing the felon in a local facility. On balance, therefore, local jail expenditures are expected to decline by an amount greater than the loss in state reimbursements. 
Other local government costs may increase. Damages sought by people who allege that a public organization prohibited or attempted to prohibit them from carrying a concealed weapon in accordance with KRS 237.106 may result in local governments incurring additional costs. Depending on the circumstance, local governments may incur costs related to defending allegations as well as paying damages. The potential cost is indeterminable. 
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