CORRECTIONS IMPACT STATEMENT

SESSION: 11RS
BILL:  FORMDROPDOWN 
131
BR: 064
REQUESTED BY:  FORMDROPDOWN 

SPONSOR(S): R. HENDERSON 
SUBJECT: AN ACT relating to alcohol and substance abuse treatment for pregnant and post-partum women.
SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Create a new section of KRS Chapter 222 to express the intent of the General Assembly; amend KRS 222.037 to permit the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to establish pilot projects for treatment; create new sections of KRS Chapter 222 to create the offense of alcohol or controlled substance endangerment of a child prior to birth; permit a court to order a toxicology test with probable cause; establish penalties and conditions for sentencing to treatment; amend KRS 214.160 to permit the cabinet to provide notification of a possible violation.
DOC AFFECTED PROVISIONS:   FORMDROPDOWN 

May reduce the number of pregnant women coming to DOC from jails on substance abuse charges, thus reducing costs.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 THIS BILL IS EXPECTED TO HAVE NO IMPACT ON THE DEPT. OF CORRECTIONS
OPERATIONAL IMPACT – THIS BILL HAS THE POTENTIAL TO:
NEGATIVELY IMPACT DOC BY:
POSITIVELY IMPACT DOC BY:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING PRISON POPULATION
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 REDUCIING PRISON POPULATION

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING INCARCERATION TIME
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 REDUCING INCARCERATION TIME

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 REDUCING INMATE/OFFENDER SERVICES
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING INMATE/OFFENDER SERVICES

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING STAFF TIME OR POSITIONS 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 REDUCING STAFF TIME OR POSITIONS
IMPACT:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NONE
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 MINIMAL
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 MODERATE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SIGNIFICANT

IMPACT DISCUSSION: (Indicate affected service levels, workloads, programs or staff and describe any coordination issues with other state agencies or external groups.)

This bill has the potential to reduce the number of pregnant drug offenders who enter DOC under HB191, a bill passed in 2007 that obligates DOC to temporarily care for jail inmates who require specialized medical treatment. In 2010, DOC received 157 pregnant females under that provision; seventy-seven, or 49%, of those had pending drug related charges. 

FISCAL/BUDGETARY IMPACT – THIS BILL HAS THE POTENTIAL TO:

HAVE A NEGATIVE FISCAL IMPACT BY:
HAVE A POSITIVE FISCAL IMPACT BY:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DECREASING REVENUE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING REVENUE 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DECREASING ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING OPERATING COSTS
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DECREASING OPERATING COSTS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NONE
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 MINIMAL
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 MODERATE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SIGNIFICANT
FISCAL/BUDGETARY DISCUSSION:
This bill has the potential to save the DOC significant costs by diverting pregnant offenders who have drug charges to treatment rather than jail. In FY 2009 DOC paid $466,867 for obstectrics treatment under the provisions of HB191. If the trend continues that nearly half of those costs were for offenders who had drug related charges, the savings to DOC could amount to more than $228,000 per year.

NOTE: Consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections.
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