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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	486


	Bill #:
	HB 156


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to cruelty to animals.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Joni Jenkins


	Unit of Government:
	 x
	City
	 x
	County
	 x
	Urban-County

	
	 x
	Charter County
	 x
	Consolidated Local
	x 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Local peace officers; Animal control officers; city or county owned animal shelters containing dogs.


	Requirement:
	x 
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	 x
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 156 amends KRS 525.130 to define “shelter” and set forth shelter standards for dogs related to adequacy of shade, insulation and ventilation.  A person can be found guilty of cruelty to a dog in the second degree when the person intentionally or wantonly fails to meet the shelter standards when applied to a dog. Cruelty to animals in the second degree is a Class A misdemeanor.  The measure, which appears to be complaint driven, would be enforced by local animal control officers or local peace officers.  The measure appears to be principally directed toward individual dog owners. 
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 156 is expected to be minimal for responding local peace officers. The primary area of expense relates to the creation of a new crime. However, the number of cases constituting a crime under the bill is expected to be small.

The measure, which appears to be complaint driven, would be enforced by local animal control officers or local peace officers.  The measure appears to be principally directed toward individual dog owners.  The measure does not speak to mandatory routine inspection of animal shelters containing dogs, and therefore would appear to have a nil to minimal impact on city or county owned or operated animal shelters.  
As a point of information, under current law (KRS 258.195), the governing bodies of each county shall and cities may employ, appoint, or contract with animal control officers.  Counties are required to establish and maintain an animal shelter and one or more counties may enter into intergovernmental agreements for the establishment of regional animal shelters.  
According to the Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police, those local peace officers receiving a complaint regarding the sheltering of a dog by a residential owner and which would fall under implementation of the measure, would most likely send a car out and advise the owner of the law.  The responding local peace officer would make a determination as to whether the owner would be given a citation or receive a warning.  Local peace officers would generally expect local animal control officers to be the most frequently contacted party for any such complaints.  Thus these local animal control officers are already in place and routinely respond to animal control and safety issues.  Animal control officers could incur some additional transportation costs under the measure but these are expected to be small and included in their city or county animal control budget.

Finally, the measure provides that cruelty to animals in the second degree is a Class A misdemeanor.  Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual who does not make bail when charged with a Class A misdemeanor as well as an individual convicted of one of these offenses. A person convicted of a Class A misdemeanor can be incarcerated for up to one year in one of Kentucky's 84 jails.  While the expense of housing inmates may vary widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34
 per day.  The number of cases constituting a crime under HB 156 is expected to be small. Therefore, the costs borne by local governments are expected to be minimal. 
	Data Source(s):
	Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police; Washington County Judge/ Executive; State Director of the Humane Society of the United States; LRC Staff.
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