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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	475


	Bill #:
	HB 157


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT related to animal impoundment


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Jenkins


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Animal control offices


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	 
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 157 adds five new sections to KRS Chapter 258, Animal Control and Protection. In general, the bill requires animal control officers to take physical custody of an animal when probable cause exists that the animal may be in imminent harm, cruelly treated, or tortured. “Animal control officer” means an individual who is employed or appointed by, or has contracted with a local government or an individual who works for an entity that contracts with a local government (KRS 258.005). 

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The net fiscal impact of HB 157 on local governments is an expected minimal to moderate increase in expenditures. Local governments may incur costs related to taking custody of and caring for animals; destroying an animal if, in the opinion of a veterinarian, it is warranted; filing a petition with the local district court that describes the cruel treatment or torture of an animal; and publishing notices related to court hearings.
 HB 157 allows local governments to be reimbursed for the costs of all reasonable expenses related to taking custody of and caring for an animal if the animal’s owner can be located and is able to pay. However, it is likely that some expenses will not be reimbursed because owners may not always be identified. Consequently, total local government expenditures are expected to exceed total local government revenues.

	Data Source(s):
	Jessamine County Animal Control


	Preparer:
	Rick Graycarek 
	Reviewer:
	     
	Date:
	     


� As defined by the bill, humane societies could also perform these functions. To the extent that they do, costs incurred by local governments could diminish.
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