Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2011 Regular Session

     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	152


	Bill #:
	HB 160


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to death investigations.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Mike Harmon


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Coroners


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	 
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 160 gives coroners an additional duty of distributing an informational pamphlet to a decedent’s next of kin or estate when there is a death investigation and when it is requested.  The pamphlet would describe the role and responsibilities of the coroner and medical examiner in death investigations and the means by which a decedent’s estate or next of kin may obtain additional medical testing of a decedent if desired. The pamphlet is to be prepared by the Division of Kentucky State Medical Examiners’ Office.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 160 on coroners is expected to be nil to minimal.
Under HB 160, local coroners would be required to provide an informational pamphlet to a requesting decedent’s next of kin or estate in death investigations.  The pamphlet describes the role and responsibilities of the coroner and medical examiner in death investigations and how additional medical testing of the decedent may be obtained.   The pamphlet is to be distributed free of charge to the coroner by the state Medical Examiners’ Office. 

The frequency with which any particular coroner would have to distribute the informational pamphlet to requesting parties would likely depend on: 
(1) Whether families of decedents know about the existence of the informational pamphlet; and (2) Unresolved questions and uncertainties by next of kin and the decedent’s estate due to the length, complexity, and degree of transparency of a particular death investigation.  In any event, the pamphlet is free to the Coroner.
Coroners are constitutional officers who are elected to serve four year terms.  Each county in the Commonwealth has a coroner who may serve full-time or part-time.

	Data Source(s):
	Kentucky Coroners Association
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