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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	458


	Bill #:
	HB 174


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to 911 emergency services and making an appropriation therefor. 


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Glenn


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Local governments that operate public safety answering points


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	 
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 174 replaces the “Commercial Mobile Radio Service Emergency Telecommunications Board” with the “Kentucky 911 Emergency Communications Authority.” The bill also extends a monthly $0.70 state service charge for wireless connections to the more broadly-defined “service connections.”
 Revenues collected from this charge are to be deposited in a newly named “911 fund” which is used, in part, to fund local governments that operate public safety answering points (PSAPs). 
Public safety answering points are communications facilities that receive 911 calls and dispatch public safety services or relay those calls to appropriate public safety agencies (KRS 65.7621). Once a PSAP is certified by the Commercial Mobile Radio Service Emergency Telecommunications Board, it may be eligible to receive funding from the 911 fund. 

According to the Commercial Mobile Radio Service Emergency Telecommunications Board website, as of December 2010, there were 95 certified Phase II local government PSAPs in Kentucky. “Phase II” means the PSAP provides enhanced 911 services that include the location of calls within a small geographic radius.
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The net fiscal impact of HB 174 is an expected negligible to moderate increase in revenues for local governments that operate or maintain certified PSAPs. The fiscal impacts associated with HB 174 are summarized in the following table and then described in more detail. 

Summary of HB 174 Fiscal Impacts on Local Governments
	Statute
	Statutory Change
	Revenue Impact
	Expenditure Impact

	Section 8 
	Adds reporting requirements
	--
	Minimal increase

	KRS 65.7629
	Increase disbursements to PSAPs from 911 fund
	Minimal to moderate increase
	--

	KRS 65.7641
	Extend crime of misusing emergency telephone service
	Minimal increase
	Minimal increase


Under Section 8 of HB 174, a new statutory section requires local governments with jurisdiction over one or more PSAPs to provide various types of information to the Kentucky 911 Emergency Communications Authority. As a result, those local governments will likely incur minimal additional reporting costs. 
HB 174 applies an existing $0.70 per month charge to “service connections” (KRS 65.7629) which will likely result in an increase in total deposits to the 911 fund. Because a portion of the revenues deposited to this fund is disbursed to local governments that operate certified PSAPs, local government revenues may increase by a minimal to moderate amount. 
HB 174 also appears to extend the crime of misusing emergency telephone service from those made only via a wireless telephone to those made using any device (KRS 65.7641). Under the bill, knowingly using or attempting to use 911 emergency telephone service in an effort to avoid 911 service charges would be a Class A misdemeanor. For emergency services or 911 service charges that exceed $100, it would be a Class D felony. 

Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual for a Class A or B misdemeanor.  Local governments are also responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a felony (if they do not make bail) until disposition of the case. While the expense of housing inmates may vary widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.  Upon sentencing, all Class D felons are housed in any one of 79 full service jails for up to five years. The state reimburses local governments at the rate of $31.34
 a day for these convicts, which may or may not cover the cost of housing the felon in a local facility. 
The number of cases constituting a crime under HB 174 is expected to be small, therefore, the net costs borne by jails are expected to be minimal. 
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� “Service connection” is defined by the bill as any medium or method now in existence or later devised by which voice, data, video, text, or any other information signal is transmitted, conveyed, or routed with the ability to make a 911 emergency request. 








� Kentucky Department of Corrections
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