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2011 Regular Session

     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	900


	Bill #:
	HB 218


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to child support.


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Ruth Ann Palumbo


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	County Attorneys


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 218 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 403 relating to child custody.  HB 218 codifies the concept of “shared parenting” and makes adjustments to child support in cases of shared parenting.  A shared parenting order is defined as an order for child custody that grants each parent physical custody of a child for more than one hundred nine (109) days per year.  HB 218 permits a court to adjust child support pursuant to a shared parenting order upon certain written findings.  The bill does not apply to children receiving public assistant.
HB 218 also amends the child support guidelines table which is used to determine the amount of child support.  It is based on combined monthly adjusted parental gross income and number of children.           

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 218 on local governments is indeterminable.  There will be unknown short term upfront costs associated with implementing the new statutory scheme.  However, these costs may be offset by unknown long term savings resulting from increased voluntary child support payments.    
HB 218 alters the existing scheme for child support calculation.  It creates shared parenting orders and allows for adjustment of a parent’s support based on days of parenting time per year.  It also amends the statutory guidelines for the calculation of child support.  

There will be an indeterminable training cost to educate county attorneys on the shared parenting orders and child support calculation guidelines.  The cost of educating county attorneys is indeterminable because it is unknown how the training will be implemented.    

There will also be an indeterminable cost in additional work for county attorneys in handling casework associated with parents seeking recalculation of child support under the new shared parenting orders or child support guidelines.  The cost is indeterminable because the amount of additional casework is unknown.

These initial costs of implementation and additional casework may be offset by increased voluntary child support payments.  According to at least one county attorney, the implementation of shared parenting will lead to fairer child support orders, which may result in an increase in voluntary child support payments.  An increase in voluntary payments would benefit the children supported and reduce county attorney child support collection efforts.       
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