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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1166


	Bill #:
	HB 242 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to metals.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Mike Denham


	Unit of Government:
	x 
	City
	 x
	County
	 x
	Urban-County

	
	 x
	Charter County
	 x
	Consolidated Local
	 x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Local law enforcement (Sheriffs and police departments); Local jails.


	Requirement:
	x 
	Mandatory
	 x
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	 x
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
Under current law (KRS 433.890), recyclers and dealers in junk or metals are required to keep a register containing identifying information about the sellers of those items and about the transaction itself. Peace officers investigating a crime involving stolen metals may inspect the register and any items as necessary to locate specific stolen property.  
The Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police indicates that criminal activity involving stolen metals is a big issue for local police. Examples include stealing of sewer grates, sewer lids, copper from power company lines, outside air-conditioning units and vacant houses, and even urns from cemeteries.  
HB 242 GA adds “smelted, burned, or melted metals” to the list of items that dealers in metals cannot purchase unless the seller provides signed certificates relating to metal ownership or authorization to sell the metal on the owner’s behalf.  The purchaser of the metal is to maintain a copy of the signed certificates as part of the metal registry.  The bill would give investigating local Sheriffs and police departments identifying information about the seller and owner of various types of metals that are smelted, burned, or melted and presented to junk dealers for sale.   
The bill does not change or provide any new penalties for noncompliance with the record-keeping requirements or unlawful acts relating to purchase or disposition of metals (KRS 433.892 and KRS 433.894).  The current penalties are misdemeanors and offenders are subject to $100 fines and possible imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 30 days or both.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of  HB 242 GA on local law enforcement  is expected to be nil to  minimal for any local law enforcement officers who routinely inspect metal registries maintained by junk dealers as part of an  investigation of  stolen metal object or items.  Law enforcement officers are not expected to require additional training in implementation of the measure since they already investigate similar crimes involving stolen metals.  Rather, the measure would aid law enforcement officers in carrying out their investigative duties.

Persons convicted under the measure for failure to record the required documentation related to purchased metals that are “smelted, burned, or melted” would be fined not more than $100 or be imprisoned in the county jail for not more than 30 days or both  (Class A misdemeanor).   Persons found guilty of unlawful acts relating to purchase or disposition of metals would be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. Persons found guilty of providing fraudulent identification for the sale of metals would be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor for the first offense.  
Local governments will be responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual who does not make bail when charged with a Class A misdemeanor.   While the expense of housing inmates may vary widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day
. 
The number of cases of failure to maintain a registry of metals and objects containing metal is expected to be small; therefore, the costs borne by local governments would be minimal.  According to the Administrative Office of the Courts, Research and Statistics, Report of Offenses Disposed “Guilty” in Criminal Cases, Statewide FY 2010, there was one case with one charge  in District Court for “Failure to Maintain a Register of Metals” under KRS 433.892.  
	Data Source(s):
	Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police; Administrative Office of the Courts, Research and Statistics, Report of Offenses Disposed “Guilty” in Criminal Cases, Statewide FY 2010.
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