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Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	97


	Bill #:
	HB 25


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Joni Jenkins


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local


	Office(s) Impacted
	Local law enforcement, local jails


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


Purpose and Mechanics
HB 25 increases the punishment for certain crimes. When a criminal assaults an operator or passenger of a taxi, bus, or other passenger vehicle for hire, the criminal is guilty of a Class D felony rather than a Class A misdemeanor. A person who menaces an operator or passenger of a taxi, bus, or other passenger vehicle for hire is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor rather than a Class B misdemeanor. A person who engages in disorderly conduct in the form of intentionally or wantonly throwing or projecting any object or substance at or near the operator of a taxi, bus, or other passenger vehicle for hire is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor rather than a Class B misdemeanor.

Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 25 on local governments is expected to be minimal. The primary area of expense relates to increasing the penalty for certain crimes. However, the number of cases constituting a crime under the bill is expected to be small.

Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual who does not make bail when charged with a Class B or Class A misdemeanor as well as an individual convicted of one of these offenses. A person convicted of a Class B misdemeanor or a Class A misdemeanor can be incarcerated respectively for up to 90 days or one year in one of Kentucky's 84 jails.  While the expense of housing inmates may vary widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.  

Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a felony (if they do not make bail) until disposition of the case. While the expense of housing inmates varies widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day. Upon sentencing, all Class D felons are housed in any one of 79 full service jails for up to five years. The state reimburses at the rate of $31.34
 a day for these convicts. This amount may or may not cover the cost of housing the felon in a local facility. 

The number of cases constituting a crime under HB 25 is expected to be small. Where a crime is changed from a Class B to a Class A misdemeanor, there will be a minimal increase in costs borne by local governments. Where a crime is changed from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony, a local government will incur a minimal financial detriment or a minimal financial benefit depending on the degree to which the state reimbursement is less than, equal to, or greater than the cost of housing a Class D felon. 
	Data Source(s):
	Kentucky Department of Corrections; Kentucky Jailers Association;
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