CORRECTIONS IMPACT STATEMENT

SESSION: 11RS
BILL:  FORMDROPDOWN 
251 REVISED
BR: 1026
REQUESTED BY:  FORMDROPDOWN 

SPONSOR(S): REP. KOENIG
SUBJECT: AN ACT relating to correctional programs. 
SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Amend KRS 197.045 relating to good time credit for state inmates, to provide a 90 day good time credit for an inmate who completes a civics education program and passes an examination thereon.
DOC AFFECTED PROVISIONS:   FORMDROPDOWN 

Requires the Department of Corrections to offer a new program to inmates.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 THIS BILL IS EXPECTED TO HAVE NO IMPACT ON THE DEPT. OF CORRECTIONS
OPERATIONAL IMPACT – THIS BILL HAS THE POTENTIAL TO:
NEGATIVELY IMPACT DOC BY:
POSITIVELY IMPACT DOC BY:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING PRISON POPULATION
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 REDUCIING PRISON POPULATION

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING INCARCERATION TIME
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 REDUCING INCARCERATION TIME

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 REDUCING INMATE/OFFENDER SERVICES
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING INMATE/OFFENDER SERVICES

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING STAFF TIME OR POSITIONS 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 REDUCING STAFF TIME OR POSITIONS
IMPACT:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NONE
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 MINIMAL
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 MODERATE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SIGNIFICANT

IMPACT DISCUSSION: (Indicate affected service levels, workloads, programs or staff and describe any coordination issues with other state agencies or external groups.)

This bill would require the Department of Corrections to offer a civics education program to inmates for time credit. Anytime a program is recommended that requires a 90-day credit, the argument is that it saves money by reducing the offenders' time in prison. Current PEW recommendations are that the programs DOC adds should have evidence-based outcomes. Therefore, as DOC goes forward with adding programs, they must be proven to reduce recidivism rates, etc. Evaulation of DOC's current programs is being conducted using the same standards. Inmates also currently receive civics/government instruction in preparation for their GED exams. The GED program offers 90 days of good time credit upon successful completion.

FISCAL/BUDGETARY IMPACT – THIS BILL HAS THE POTENTIAL TO:

HAVE A NEGATIVE FISCAL IMPACT BY:
HAVE A POSITIVE FISCAL IMPACT BY:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DECREASING REVENUE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING REVENUE 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DECREASING ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING OPERATING COSTS
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DECREASING OPERATING COSTS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 INCREASING CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NONE
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 MINIMAL
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 MODERATE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SIGNIFICANT
FISCAL/BUDGETARY DISCUSSION:
 This bill would increase department costs by requiring the addition of a new program in civics education. Taking into consideration the cost of staff, curriculum, books and supplies to conduct two six-month classes in each of the thirteen (13) state correctional facilities for thirty inmates each, the estimated cost to the Department is more than $250,000 per year.

NOTE: Consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections.

APPROVED BY: 



DATE:
_________

Commissioner, Kentucky Department of Corrections
