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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1026


	Bill #:
	HB 251


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to correctional programs. 


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Koenig


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Local jails


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
Under existing law, state inmates may receive credits toward their sentences for good conduct, meritorious service, work on governmental service projects, and educational accomplishment (KRS 197.045; KRS 197.047). HB 251 adds the completion of a civics education program to the list of activities for which state inmates may receive credit. Specifically, HB 251 would allow state inmates to receive a 90 day credit toward their sentence for successfully completing a civics education program that lasts at least six months and includes a final examination. 
Although HB 251 applies only to state inmates, local jails house some state inmates. Upon sentencing, all Class D felons are housed in any one of 79 full service jails for up to five years. Certain Class C felons can be housed in local full service jails for up to ten years if there are no available state prison beds.  The state reimburses local jails at the rate of $31.34
 a day for these convicts, which may or may not cover the cost of housing the felon in a local facility. 
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The net fiscal impact of HB 251 on local jails is indeterminable. It cannot be known how many state inmates will successfully complete the civics education program, nor can it be known how many of those inmates will be housed in local jails. Consequently, changes in local jail costs and revenues can only be broadly assessed. 
For each state inmate housed in a local jail who successfully completes the civics education program and receives a credit toward his or her sentence: 

1) local jail costs will decline; and 

2) state reimbursements to local jails will decline. 

General information about sentence credits and numbers of state inmates housed in local jails is known. In 2009, state inmates earned almost 7.6 million days of credit (LRC Program Review report). Plus, there were approximately 5,000 state inmates—those convicted of Class C or Class D felonies—who were housed in local jails in 2008-2009 (LRC Program Review report; Dept. of Corrections). 

	Data Source(s):
	LRC Research Publication: Cost of Incarcerating Adult Felons; KY Department of Corrections: Weekly Jail Population reports
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