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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	909


	Bill #:
	HB 260 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to assistance animals.


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Riner


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Local governments


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 260 GA allows people with a disability or epilepsy to be exempt from paying state and local licensing fees for their assistance animals. Trainers of assistance animals will also be exempt from paying licensing fees. As defined by the bill, “assistance animal” means a dog or cat that has been trained to assist or accommodate a person with a disability, including someone with epilepsy. Current law only exempts dogs and only applies to assisting people with a physical disability. 

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 260 GA is an expected minimal decrease in licensing fee revenue for local governments. Revenues will decline by an amount equal to the number of new assistance animals exempted from local licensing fees multiplied by the local license fee. 

The number of assistance animals that will be exempt is not known. Information identifying the number of people with epilepsy who also have an assistance animal could not be located. Likewise, information about the number of assistance animals that are cats could not be located. Most assistance animals in the United States, according to at least one source, are dogs, however. 

Animal licensing fees vary from community to community. Below is a table showing the altered and unaltered annual licensing fees for dogs and cats for select locations.
 

Dog and Cat Licensing Fees by Selected Local Community

	Location
	Altered Fee
	Unaltered Fee

	Louisville
	$9
	$50

	Lexington
	$8
	$40

	Kenton County
	$9
	$15


Assuming that relatively few additional assistance animals will be exempted from local licensing fees and given a relatively low range of licensing fees, the bill is expected to result in a minimal decline in local government revenues. 

	Data Source(s):
	LRC staff; Wikipedia; Local government websites


	Preparer:
	Rick Graycarek 
	Reviewer:
	     
	Date:
	     


� “Altered” and “unaltered” generally refer to whether an animal has been spayed or neutered. 
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