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AN ACT relating to welfare of animals.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 257.192 is amended to read as follows:

The Kentucky Livestock Care Standards Commission is hereby created to make recommendations to the board to establish, maintain, or revise standards governing the care and well-being of on-farm livestock and poultry. The commission shall be attached to the Department of Agriculture for administrative purposes and shall consist of sixteen (16) members as follows:

(1)
The state veterinarian, who shall be a nonvoting member;

(2)
The co-chairs of the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture, who shall be nonvoting, ex officio members; and

(3)
Thirteen (13) voting members as follows:

(a)
The Commissioner or the Commissioner's designee, who shall serve as chair;

(b)
The dean of the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture or the dean's designee;

(c)
The chair of the Animal Care[Control] Advisory Board or the chair's designee;

(d)
The director of the University of Kentucky Livestock Disease Diagnostic Center or the director of the Murray State University Breathitt Veterinary Center. Each director shall serve one (1) year terms on a rotating basis;

(e)
Four (4) members appointed by the Governor as follows:

1.
One (1) person selected from a list of three (3) submitted by the Kentucky Farm Bureau;

2.
One (1) person selected from a list of three (3) submitted by the Kentucky County Judge/Executive Association;

3.
One (1) veterinarian selected from a list of three (3) submitted by the Kentucky Veterinary Medical Association. The veterinarian's practice shall include working on one (1) or more of the species named in paragraph (f) of this subsection; and

4.
One (1) citizen at large with an interest in food safety; and

(f)
Five (5) members actively engaged in farming and appointed by the Governor with assistance by the department. The department shall contact commodity organizations named in this paragraph, collect a list of potential representatives from the organizations, and deliver the list to the Governor. The Governor shall appoint:

1.
One (1) active producer from the list submitted by Kentucky commodity organizations representing bovine species;

2.
One (1) active producer from the list submitted by Kentucky commodity organizations representing ovine and caprine species;

3.
One (1) active producer from the list submitted by Kentucky commodity organizations representing porcine species;

4.
One (1) active producer from the list submitted by Kentucky commodity organizations representing equine species; and

5.
One (1) active producer from the list submitted by Kentucky commodity organizations representing poultry species.

Section 2.   KRS 258.095 is amended to read as follows:

As used in KRS 258.095 to 258.500, unless the context requires otherwise:

(1)
"Department" means the Department of Agriculture;

(2)
"Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Agriculture;

(3)
"Board" means the Animal Care[Control] Advisory Board created by KRS 258.117;

(4)
"Dog" means any domestic canine, six (6) months of age or older;

(5)
"Owner," when applied to the proprietorship of a dog, includes every person having a right of property in the dog and every person who keeps or harbors the dog, or has it in his care, or permits it to remain on or about premises owned or occupied by him;

(6)
"Attack" means a dog's attempt to bite or successful bite of a human being. This definition shall not apply to a dog's attack of a person who has illegally entered or is trespassing on the dog owner's property in violation of KRS 511.060, 511.070, 511.080, or 511.090;

(7)
"Vicious dog" means any individual dog declared by a court to be a vicious dog;

(8)
"Animal control officer" means an individual who is employed or appointed by, or has contracted with:

(a)
A city, county, urban-county, charter county, or consolidated local government to enforce the provisions of this chapter, the provisions of the Kentucky Revised Statutes relating to cruelty, mistreatment, or torture of animals, and local animal control ordinances; or

(b)
An entity that has contracted with a city, county, urban-county, charter county, or consolidated local government to enforce the provisions of this chapter, the provisions of the Kentucky Revised Statutes relating to cruelty, mistreatment, or torture of animals, and local animal control ordinances;

(9)
"Designated license facility" means any person, facility, or business designated by resolution of the governing body of the county to collect license fees under KRS 258.135;

(10)
"Cat" means any domestic feline three (3) months of age or older;

(11)
"Ferret" means any domestic musteline three (3) months of age or older;

(12)
"Euthanasia" means the act of putting an animal to death in a humane manner by methods specified as acceptable for that species by the most recent report of the American Veterinary Medical Association Panel on Euthanasia, subject to the requirements provided by KRS 258.505;

(13)
"Animal shelter" means any facility used to house or contain animals, operated or maintained by a governmental body, incorporated humane society, animal welfare society, society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, or other nonprofit organization;

(14)
"Quarantine" means the confinement of an animal for observation of clinical signs of illness indicating rabies infection, and the prevention of escape or contact with any person or other animal;

(15)
"Livestock" means poultry; ratites; and cervine, bovine, ovine, porcine, caprine, or equine animals that are privately owned and raised in a confined area for breeding stock, food, fiber, or other products; and

(16)
"Poultry" means chickens, ducks, turkeys, or other domestic fowl.

Section 3.   KRS 258.117 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Animal Care[Control] Advisory Board is hereby created for the purposes of:

(a)
Establishing standards for the humane care of animals in the publicly funded animal shelters in the Commonwealth; 

(b)
Setting performance standards that encourage adoption of unwanted pets at the state's animal shelters and reduce the rate of euthanasia;

(c)
Performing or causing to be performed a yearly inspection of the state's animal shelters which receive funds from the Animal Control and Care Fund;

(d)
Making policy recommendations to the General Assembly regarding ways to improve the welfare of animals and upgrade the animal shelters in the Commonwealth;

(e)
Evaluating applications for and reviewing disbursements from the animal control and care fund;[,] 

(f)
Creating training programs;[,] and 

(g)
Other duties relating to animal control and care in the counties of the Commonwealth.[ The Animal Control Advisory Board shall promulgate administrative regulations to carry out the provisions of this section.]
(2)
The advisory board shall be attached to the Kentucky Department of Agriculture for administrative purposes.

(3)
The advisory board shall be composed of the following members appointed by the Governor as specified:

(a)
Two (2) members selected from a list of three (3) submitted by the Kentucky Animal Control Association;

(b)
Two (2) members selected from a list of three (3) submitted by the Kentucky Veterinary Medical Association;

(c)
Two (2) members selected from a list of three (3) submitted by the Kentucky Farm Bureau;

(d)
Two (2) members selected from a list of three (3) submitted by the Kentucky Association of Counties;

(e)
Two (2) members selected from a list of three (3) submitted by the Kentucky Houndsmen Association; and

(f)
Two (2) members selected from a list of three (3) submitted by the Kentucky League of Cities.

(4)
Appointed members shall serve for a term of four (4) years. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment for the unexpired portion of the term.

(5)
Members of the advisory board shall receive one hundred dollars ($100) per day for attendance at meetings and shall be entitled to reimbursement for expenses incurred for travel. No per diem or travel expenses shall be paid except for meetings of the full advisory board.

(6)
The advisory board shall elect one (1) of its members to serve as chair for a term of two (2) years.

(7)
The advisory board shall meet quarterly or upon the call of the chair.

(8)
The Animal Care Advisory Board shall promulgate administrative regulations to carry out the provisions of Sections 1 and 2 of this Act.

Section 4.   KRS 258.119 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The "Animal Control and Care Fund" is hereby created as a special fund in the State Treasury. The fund may also receive gifts, grants from public and private sources, state appropriations, and federal funds. Any unallotted or unencumbered balances in this fund shall be invested as provided for in KRS 42.500(9). Income earned from the investments shall be credited to the fund. Any fund balance at the close of the fiscal year shall not lapse but shall be carried forward to the next fiscal year, and moneys in this fund shall be continuously appropriated only for the purposes specified in this section.

(2)
Moneys from the fund shall be used by the Animal Care[Control] Advisory Board for board expenses, for the creation and support of statewide programs related to animal control and care, and for training animal control officers. "Statewide programs" includes, but is not limited to, the reimbursement of costs for preexposure rabies vaccinations for all animal control and care workers. When determining the distribution of the moneys relating to training, the need of the applicant shall be one (1) of the criteria considered by the board. Based on recommendations of the Animal Care[Control] Advisory Board, any moneys not expended under this subsection may be distributed annually as grants to counties with an established animal control and care program, and all publicly funded animal shelters shall establish an animal control and care program that meets[ meeting] the requirements of subsection (3) of this section or shall approve a[approved] plan to establish an animal control and care program under subsection (4) of this section.

(3)
As used in this section, "animal control and care program" means a program in which the county:

(a)
Employs, appoints, or contracts with an animal control officer, or contracts with an entity that employs, appoints, or contracts with an animal control officer, as required by KRS 258.195, who is a high school graduate and has completed the training requirements set forth by the Animal Care[Control] Advisory Board; and

(b)
Maintains an animal shelter, enters into an intergovernmental agreement for the establishment of a regional animal shelter, or contracts with an entity authorized to maintain sheltering and animal control services, to provide services that:

1.
Segregate male and female animals by species in runs and holding areas;

2.
Provide separate runs or holding areas for ill or injured animals. An ill or injured animal shall be treated with proper veterinary care or euthanized;

3.
Provide quarantine for dogs and cats presented to the shelter when quarantine by the owner is not feasible or desirable, the cost of quarantine to be borne by the animal owner at the shelter's regular housing costs and fees. Quarantined dogs and cats shall be held in isolation for observation of symptoms of rabies for a period of ten (10) days from the date the dog or cat bit a person. If the dog or cat dies or is euthanized while in quarantine, it shall be submitted to the local health department for testing for the presence of the rabies virus. The cost of the testing shall be borne by the animal owner or the local health department may bear the cost at its discretion;

4.
Provide holding areas with protection from the weather, including heated quarters during cold weather. Holding areas shall be free of debris or standing water; shall provide adequate lighting, ventilation, and sanitary conditions to promote a safe, healthy environment; and shall provide adequate space to allow for normal movement, including standing to full height, sitting, turning, and lying down in a natural position without coming in contact with the top or sides of the enclosure or another animal;

5.
Provide runs and cages built of materials which can be readily cleaned and disinfected, including floors made of an impervious material;

6.
Provide access to the public for no less than twenty-four (24) hours in one (1) week, with the hours that the facility is open to the public posted in a visible location;

7.
Employ euthanasia methods specified as acceptable for that species by the most recent report of the American Veterinary Medical Association Panel on Euthanasia;

8.
Provide potable, uncontaminated water to every animal at all times, and palatable, uncontaminated food daily; and

9.
Maintain a record on each animal impounded. Records shall be maintained for a period of two (2) years and shall include:

a.
Date impounded;

b.
Location found or picked up;

c.
Sex of animal and spay or neuter status, if known;

d.
Breed or description, and color; and

e.
Date reclaimed, adopted, or euthanized.

(4)
Counties submitting plans proposing to establish an animal control and care program for approval by the Animal Care[Control] Advisory Board shall comply with the requirements of:

(a)
Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of this section within twelve (12) months of the date the documentation is submitted; and

(b)
Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of this section within twenty-four (24) months of the date the documentation is submitted.

(5)
To be eligible for any moneys distributed as grants to counties under subsection (2) of this section, counties shall submit an application to the commissioner, on a form prescribed by the Department of Agriculture, by July 15 of each year. Moneys shall be used for construction, equipment, educational supplies, and other uses or programs approved by the advisory board, but shall not be used to increase wages of animal control officers or other personnel. Counties receiving money from the Department of Agriculture shall comply with the terms of the plan or program. If the terms of the plan or program are not complied with, the county shall refund the money to the Department of Agriculture.

Section 5.   KRS 436.605 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Animal control officers and officers and agents of humane societies who are employed by, appointed by, or have contracted with a city, county, urban-county, charter county, or consolidated local government to provide animal sheltering or animal control services shall have the powers of peace officers[, except for the power of arrest,] for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of the Kentucky Revised Statutes relating to cruelty, mistreatment, or torture of animals, provided they possess the qualifications required under KRS 61.300.

(2)
When any peace officer, animal control officer, or any officer or agent of any society or association for the prevention of cruelty to animals duly incorporated under the laws of this Commonwealth who is employed by, appointed by, or has contracted with a city, county, urban-county, charter county, or consolidated local government to provide animal sheltering or animal control services has reasonable cause to suspect[makes an oath before any judge of a District Court that he has reasons to believe or does believe] that an act of cruelty, mistreatment, or torture of animals is being committed in a building, barn, or other enclosure, the animal control officer may[judge shall issue a search warrant directed to the peace officer, animal control officer, or officer or agent of the society or association for the prevention of cruelty to animals to] search the premises. If a peace officer finds that an act of cruelty, mistreatment, or torture of animals is being perpetrated, the offender or offenders shall be immediately arrested by the peace officer and brought before the court for trial. If an animal control officer or an officer or agent of a society or association for the prevention of cruelty to animals, that does not possess the qualifications under KRS 61.300, finds that an act of cruelty, mistreatment, or torture of animals is being perpetrated, the officer or agent shall summon a peace officer to arrest the offender or offenders and bring them before the court for trial.
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