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AN ACT relating to historic farms.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 171 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The General Assembly finds, determines, and declares that family farms have been a vital part of Kentucky's heritage beginning with the settlement of the state until now. As more family farms are lost because of urbanization and development, as the farming population ages and young people move from farms, and as economic and marketing pressures on family farms increase, there stands a need to recognize those family farms that have existed for hundreds of years. The General Assembly further finds, determines, and declares that families who have kept and maintained family farms through generations deserve special recognition and honor for what they have accomplished.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 171 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
There is established within the Kentucky Heritage Council a statewide Historic Farms Program for the purposes of:

(a)
Recognizing and honoring historic farms that have remained in the same family line for one hundred (100), one hundred fifty (150), or two hundred (200) years or more; and

(b)
Recognizing historic farms with noncontinuous ownership, but which contain significant historic resources.

(2)
For purposes of Sections 1 to 4 of this Act, "Kentucky Heritage Council "and "council" have the same meanings as in KRS 171.3801. For purposes of Sections 1 to 4 of this Act, "farm" means a tract of twenty (20) contiguous acres used for the production of agricultural or horticultural crops, including but not limited to livestock, livestock products, poultry, poultry products, grain, hay, pastures, soybeans, tobacco, timber, orchard fruits, vegetables, flowers, or ornamental plants, including provision for dwellings for persons and their families who are engaged in the agricultural use on the tract, but not including residential building development for sale or lease to the public.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 171 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
To accomplish the purposes of the Historic Farms Program established in Section 2 of this Act, the council shall:

(a)
In cooperation with the Kentucky Department of Agriculture, initiate an application and screening process for farms to be designated in the Historic Farm Program. The process shall consider the following criteria:

1.
Farms that have been owned for one hundred (100), one hundred fifty (150), or two hundred (200) years or more by lineal or collateral descendants of the same family;

2.
Farms that consist of at least twenty (20) acres of the original founder's land with at least one (1) owner being a present-day resident of Kentucky; and

3.
Farms that show evidence of farm income. Any records, data, or information obtained by the council under this paragraph shall be considered confidential and shall not be subject to inspection unless upon order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

(b)
Undertake a recognition process for selected historic farms that shall include:

1.
A distinctive, uniformly printed sign suitable for display at the entrance to a farm. A sign shall be optional, but if desired, the Heritage Council shall provide an application for a sign to be submitted with a required fee. The fees collected shall be used to cover the cost of the signs and may be applied toward the administration of the program. Each sign shall carry the likeness of the Kentucky state seal. A sign may carry a Department of Agriculture Kentucky Proud ™ logo, established in KRS 260.017, if a farm has been granted the right to use the logo to promote the sale of agricultural products. A sign shall not contain within its design the name, picture, or other likeness of an elected public official or any appointed public official;

2.
A certificate of authenticity to be signed by the Governor; and

3.
An annual recognition ceremony for historic centennial, sesquicentennial, or bicentennial historic farms to be held at the Kentucky State Fair. The council may partner with other agencies or entities in hosting the recognition ceremony.

(2)
In addition to coordinating a program to honor historic farms, the council shall establish an application and screening process for "heritage farms" containing significant historic resources on their grounds. A heritage farm may be a farm with noncontinuous family ownership but which retains a significant resource such as a farmhouse, barn, outbuilding, rock fence, or other building or structure important to local, regional, state, or United States history. The council  may offer a sign for a heritage farm under the same requirements described in subsection (1)(b) of this section.
(3)
The council shall consult and cooperate with state, local, and national officials and agencies to accomplish the purposes of the Historic Farms Program, including but not limited to the Department of Agriculture, the Kentucky Historical Society, the Kentucky Farm Bureau, the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, and Preservation Kentucky.

(4)
The council shall consult with the Department of Agriculture's Kentucky Proud™, agritourism, and marketing programs in particular to gain assistance in putting attention on farms recognized under the program, such as the department's. 

(5)
The council shall distribute information about the program to organizations and entities that may assist in publicizing the program. The council may use electronic and other means to publicize the program.

(6)
The council shall retain the "Kentucky Register of Heritage Farms," a listing of farms that was maintained previously under a program within the Kentucky Heritage Council and formed with the cooperation of the Department of Agriculture. Farms that were listed on the original Register of Heritage Farms may be deemed eligible for the prepaid sign described in subsection (1)(b) of Section 3 of this Act.

(7)
Nothing in Sections 1 to 4 of this Act shall be construed to:

(a)
Limit or abrogate any use of eminent domain by the Commonwealth, or any political subdivision thereof, that is granted the power of eminent domain; or

(b)
Limit or abrogate, or enlarge upon, the zoning authority granted to a local government pursuant to KRS Chapter 100.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 171 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The council shall administer and implement the provisions of Sections 1 to 4 of this Act through the promulgation of administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A.

Section 5.   The following KRS section is repealed:

171.388   Kentucky Register of Heritage Farms.

Section 6.   This Act shall be known as the "Young Family Farm Heritage Act."

Page 1 of 1
HB002910.100 - 196 - 3545

GA

