Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2011 Regular Session

     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	903


	Bill #:
	HB 296


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to emergency medical services.


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Palumbo


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Local governments


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	X
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 296 makes numerous changes to statutes related to emergency medical services. Notable provisions that relate to local governments include the following sections. 

Section 1 amends the type of personnel licensed and regulated by the Kentucky Board of Emergency Services to include advanced emergency medical technicians. A pilot program currently exists in several counties for the licensure of these technicians. There are currently around one dozen advanced emergency medical technicians in Kentucky. HB 296 would allow for the licensure and regulation of these personnel across the state. 
Section 7 and Section 25 require the board to establish minimum data reporting requirements for emergency medical services providers. Current statute makes these data reporting requirements permissive. This provision may have a fiscal impact on local governments. 
Section 9 makes it a Class A misdemeanor for a first offense and a Class D felony for each subsequent offense for a person or entity to employ a person as an emergency medical services personnel without first obtaining proof from the Board for Emergency Medical Services that the person’s certification or licensure is valid. Because “emergency medical personnel” appears to encompass additional types of personnel, an increase in the number of persons convicted of Class A misdemeanors and Class D felonies may occur. This provision has a potential fiscal impact on local governments. 
Section 17 eliminates the requirement that emergency medical services directors document compliance with continuing competency requirements. This provision may have a fiscal impact on local governments. 
Section 21 eliminates certain emergency medical services grant program requirements and directs the board to promulgate administrative regulations related to this program. This provision may have a fiscal impact on local governments. 
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The net fiscal impact of HB 296 on local governments is indeterminate. 
There are at least three reasons: 

1. HB 296 directs the Board of Emergency Medical Services to promulgate administrative regulations that may affect local government reporting requirements. Because these regulations have not been promulgated, it is impossible to assess their impact on local governments. 
2. HB 296 adds “advanced emergency medical technicians” to the list of emergency medical personnel licensed and regulated by the board. The number of advanced emergency medical technicians licensed by the board cannot be determined.
3.  HB 296 requires emergency medical services providers to provide certain data to the board. Although this requirement may increase administrative costs, officials with the board indicate that additional federal funding could occur with improved reporting. Consequently, the net fiscal impact of this provision cannot be determined. 
Some provisions of HB 296 have more certain fiscal impacts on local governments. Under Section 9, the number of people incarcerated for Class A misdemeanors and 
Class D felonies may increase. As a result, local jail expenditures may increase. The elimination of the reporting requirement under Section 17 may also lower administrative costs. 
	Data Source(s):
	Board of Emergency Medical Services; LRC staff
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