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AN ACT relating to elk hunting permits.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 150 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Antlerless elk" means an elk without a visible polished antler protruding above the hairline;

(b)
"Elk restoration zone" means the following Kentucky counties: Bell, Breathitt, Clay, Floyd, Harlan, Johnson, Knott, Knox, Leslie, Letcher, Magoffin, Martin, McCreary, Perry, Pike, and Whitley;

(c)
"Knott County elk management unit" means the land enclosed by starting at the intersection of Kentucky Routes 550 and 7 near Lackey, proceeding south along Kentucky Route 7 to the intersection with Kentucky Route 582, and then continuing southeast on Kentucky Route 582 to the intersection of Kentucky Routes 582 and 160. The boundary then proceeds north on Kentucky Route 160 to the intersection with Kentucky Route 550 at Hindman, and turns northeast on Kentucky Route 550 to the intersection with Kentucky Route 7, thus completing the enclosure;

(d)
"Spike" means an elk having one (1) or two (2) antler points on each side; and

(e)
"Stoney Fork elk management unit" means the land enclosed by starting at the intersection of Kentucky Route 2058 and United States Route 421 near Helton, proceeding south along United States Route 421 to the intersection of United States Routes 421 and 119 near Harlan, and then west along United States Route 119 to the intersection of United States Routes 119 and 25E. The boundary then goes north following United States Route 25E to the intersection with Kentucky Route 66, then north on Kentucky Route 66 to the intersection of Kentucky Routes 66 and 1850, then east along Kentucky Route 1850 to the intersection of Kentucky Routes 1850 and 1780 at Warbranch. The boundary then proceeds south on Kentucky Route 1780 to its intersection with Kentucky Route 2058 near Spruce Pine, then east on Kentucky Route 2058 back to United States Route 421 at Helton, thus completing the enclosure.

(2)
Each year that the department holds a regular elk quota hunt, the department shall also hold a postseason modern firearms quota hunt for antlerless elk and spikes that shall begin within two (2) weeks of the end of the last day of the regular quota hunt and shall last for at least fourteen (14) consecutive days.

(3)
(a)
Ten percent (10%) of the hunters drawn to participate in each postseason elk quota hunt shall be drawn from the pool of applicants who:

1.
Were not drawn for the previous regular quota hunt; and

2.
Hold a senior/disabled combination hunting and fishing license described in KRS 150.175.

(b)
Ninety percent (90%) of the hunters drawn to participate in each postseason elk quota hunt shall be drawn from the pool of applicants who:

1.
Were not drawn for the previous regular elk quota hunt; and

2.
Are residents of the elk restoration zone.

(c)
The calculation of the number of participants drawn using the percentages prescribed under paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection shall be rounded to the nearest whole number. When the calculation results in one-half (1/2) of a participant to be drawn for either paragraph, the number shall be rounded in favor of drawing an additional participant eligible under paragraph (a) of this subsection.

(4)
The number of hunters drawn by the department to participate in the postseason elk quota hunt shall be the greater of:

(a)
The number of unused permits drawn for the previous regular elk quota hunt; or

(b)
Twenty-five (25).

(5)
A hunter drawn to participate in the postseason elk quota hunt shall comply with the hunting requirements of 301 KAR 2:132, Section 5, except that the hunter shall only hunt in the Knott County elk management unit or the Stoney Fork elk management unit in private hunting areas to which the hunter is allowed access or in public hunting areas within the elk management units, including but not limited to wildlife management areas. The department shall assign each hunter to one (1) of the elk management units. A hunter may also hunt on land that the hunter owns in the elk management unit to which he or she was not assigned.

(6)
The department shall issue no fewer than seven hundred fifty (750) elk permits per year for each regular elk quota hunt.
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