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AN ACT creating the Government Assessment and Accountability Review Subcommittee.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 7 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
(a)
A permanent subcommittee of the Legislative Research Commission to be known as the Government Assessment and Accountability Review Subcommittee is hereby created. The subcommittee shall be composed of eight (8) members appointed as follows: three (3) members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate; one (1) member of the minority in the Senate appointed by the Minority Floor Leader in the Senate; three (3) members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and one (1) member of the minority party appointed by the Minority Floor Leader in the House of Representatives.  Members of the subcommittee shall serve terms of two (2) years, and the members appointed from each chamber shall elect one (1) member from their chamber to serve as co-chair. The co-chairs shall have joint responsibilities for subcommittee meeting agendas and presiding at subcommittee meetings.

(b)
The subcommittee shall meet monthly and may hold additional meetings as determined necessary by the co-chairs or a majority of the entire membership of the subcommittee and approved by the Legislative Research Commission approved by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate. A majority of the entire membership of the Government Assessment and Accountability Review Subcommittee shall constitute a quorum, and all actions of the subcommittee shall be by a vote of the majority of its entire membership. Any vacancy that may occur in the membership of the subcommittee shall be filled by the same appointing authority who made the original appointment.

(2)
It is the intent of the General Assembly to provide an efficient system for the detention, treatment, probation, conditional discharge, parole, and correction of persons charged with or convicted of crimes which shall be operated without fraud, waste, duplication, mismanagement, violation of law or court decision, and political influence. It is the further intent of the General Assembly to provide an efficient system for the management of Kentucky's fish and wildlife resources, the operation of the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, including but not limited to the actions or failure to act of the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission, department officers and employees including conservation officers, and the operation of the department without fraud, waste, duplication, mismanagement, violation of law or court decision, or political influence.

(3)
The Government Assessment and Accountability Review Subcommittee shall be authorized to:

(a)
Monitor, in a manner determined by the subcommittee, state correctional facilities, private prisons, jails, probation, parole, program providers, service providers, vendors, contractors, and any other activity relating to the matters specified in this section including but not limited to actions taken by the commissioner of corrections, the Department of Corrections, Parole Board, jailer, or other person or organization relating thereto.  The monitoring may also include periodic review of the recruitment, interviewing, selection, evaluation, termination, or promotion of department personnel, probation and parole personnel, local jail or local corrections personnel, and other related personnel. The subcommittee shall report any private prison, local jail, or program when evidence demonstrates a pattern of exclusionary personnel practice relating to race or sex to the Department of Corrections, which shall then independently investigate facts raised in or associated with the report. The results of the investigation conducted by the department shall be forwarded to the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet which shall conduct an investigative hearing on the matter, following which the cabinet shall make a report to the subcommittee on the results of the investigation including any action taken with regard thereto;

(b)
Verify, in a manner determined by the subcommittee, reports of local, private, or state performance in providing correctional education, treatment, supervision, or other programs by conducting, requesting, or on approval of the Legislative Research Commission, contracting for periodic program and fiscal audits. The subcommittee may monitor and verify the accuracy of reports of the Department of Corrections, Parole Board, private prisons, providers of goods or services either to facilities or to inmates, prisoners, or persons on probation, conditional discharge, or parole, or local jails, including but not limited to the annual fiscal conditions, programs, and other initiatives set forth by the General Assembly;

(c)
Visit state correctional facilities, private prisons, jails, half-way houses, and any agency or organization providing educational, treatment, or supervision programs to inmates, persons on probation, conditional discharge, pretrial diversion, parole, or otherwise under correctional supervision;

(d)
Monitor, in a manner to be determined by the subcommittee, the programs, operations, land acquisition and disposal, property management practices, seasons for the taking of wildlife, boating safety activity, boating regulatory activity, and all other aspects of the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, the Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission, the officers of the department, the employees of the department, conservation officers, program providers, service providers, vendors, contractors, and any other activity relating to the matters specified in this subsection, including actions taken by the commission, the commissioner, or any other person or organization relating thereto. The monitoring may also include periodic reviews of the recruitment, interviewing, selection, evaluation, termination, or promotion of personnel. The subcommittee shall report any program or person when evidence demonstrates a pattern of exclusionary personnel practice relating to race or sex to the secretary of the Tourism Cabinet, which shall then independently investigate the facts raised in or associated with the report. The results of the investigation conducted by the cabinet shall be reported to the subcommittee which shall include any actions taken with regard thereto;

(e)
Verify in a manner determined by the subcommittee, reports of local, private, or state performance in providing programs mandated by the General Assembly, the Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission, or the courts, or other programs by conducting, requesting, or on approval of the Legislative Research Commission, contracting for periodic program and fiscal audits. The subcommittee may monitor and verify the accuracy of reports of the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources and private reports and surveys commissioned by or for the department, including but not limited to the annual fiscal conditions, programs, and other initiatives set forth by the General Assembly;

(f)
Visit state owned or controlled Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources properties and activities, conduct public hearings on the performance of the department, its programs, law enforcement activity, and any agency or organization providing educational, supervision, property management, goods, or services to the department or any of its programs;

(g)
Investigate, when determined to be necessary and appropriate to do so by the subcommittee, allegations of wrongdoing of any person, organization, or agency, within the purview of the subcommittee, including but not limited to waste, duplication, mismanagement, political influence, and illegal activity at the state, regional, or local level; make appropriate referrals to other agencies with jurisdiction over those allegations; and make recommendations for legislative action to the Legislative Research Commission and Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary with regard to correctional matters or to the Interim Joint Committee on Natural Resources and Environment with regard to fish and wildlife matters; 

(h)
Make periodic reports to the Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary for Department of Corrections and related matters or the Interim Joint Committee on Natural Resources and Environment for matters relating to the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources when requested to do so by the appropriate interim joint committee;

(i)
Make periodic reports to the Legislative Research Commission as may be directed by the Commission; and

(j)
Prepare an annual report, which shall consist of a summary of the status and results of the current year's annual activity and other items of significance.  The annual report shall be submitted to the Legislative Research Commission, the Governor, the Secretary of the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet, and the Commissioner of the Department of Correction for corrections matters and the Tourism Development Cabinet and the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources for fish and wildlife matters.

(4)
(a)
In compliance with KRS 48.800, 48.950, and 48.955, the Finance and Administration Cabinet and the Governor's Office for Policy Management shall provide to the subcommittee access to all information and records, other than preliminary work papers, relating to allotment of funds, whether by usual allotment or by other means, to the Department of Corrections, jails, private prisons, Parole Board, vendors of services or products to jails or prisons, and to other recipients of funds for correctional purposes.

(b)
In compliance with KRS 48.800, 48.950, and 48.955, the Finance and Administration Cabinet and the Governor's Office for Policy Management shall provide to the subcommittee access to all information and records, other than preliminary work papers, relating to the allocation of funds, whether by usual allotment or by other means, to the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, vendors, of services or products, and to other recipients of funds for fish and wildlife and boating purposes.

(5)
(a)
Any state or local agency receiving a complaint or information which if accurate, may identify fraud, abuse, waste, mismanagement, misconduct, or violation of a statute, administrative regulation, law, or court decision by the Department of Corrections or any agency, jail, private prison, client, prisoner, parolee, person on probation or conditional discharge, employee, provider of services or products, vendor, contractor or subcontractor, shall notify the subcommittee of the complaint or information.

(b)
Any state or local agency receiving a complaint or information which if accurate, may identify, fraud, abuse, waste, mismanagement, misconduct, violation of a statute, administrative regulation, law, or court decision by the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, the Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission, officer or employee of the department, provider of services or products, vendor, contractor or subcontractor, shall notify the subcommittee of the complaint or information.

(6)
The subcommittee may contract for services as approved by the Legislative Research Commission pursuant to KRS 7.090.

(7)
Any professional, clerical, or other employees required by the subcommittee shall be provided in accordance with the provisions of KRS 7.090.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 7 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As a part of any investigation, study, monitoring, or evaluation pursuant to Section 1 of this Act, the Government Assessment and Accountability Review Subcommittee shall attempt to gather all relevant information before reaching conclusions or making public any findings.  This shall include providing an opportunity for the subject agency, correctional facility, jail, private prison, vendor, contractor, subcontractor, or individual to provide responsive information.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 7 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Unless directed or authorized to do so by the General Assembly or the Legislative Research Commission, the Government Accountability Subcommittee shall not conduct any investigation not specified in Sections 1 and 2 of this Act.
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