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AN ACT relating to the Department of Corrections.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 196 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
There is created within the Department of Corrections an Office of the Inspector General, which shall be headed by an inspector general appointed by the Governor and confirmed by Senate in accordance with KRS 11.160..

(2)
The inspector general appointed under this section shall have the following qualifications:

(a)
Be an attorney licensed to practice law in Kentucky or a certified public accountant licensed to practice accounting in Kentucky; and

(b)
Have engaged in the practice of law or accountancy for at least five (5) years prior to appointment.

(3)
The inspector general shall serve a term of four (4) years and may be reappointed.
(4)
The inspector general shall be responsible for:

(a)
Prison inspections; internal affairs investigations; management reviews of the department, jails, and private prisons; and inspections of jails other than those required of the department pursuant to KRS Chapter 441;

(b)
The conduct of audits and investigations for detecting the perpetration of fraud or abuse of any program by any inmate, client, or employee, or by any vendor of services with whom the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet or the department has contracted; and the conduct of special investigations requested by the secretary of the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet, the commissioner, or office heads of the department into matters related to the department or its programs;

(c)
Review of state correctional facilities, jails, private prisons, or any other place where state or local prisoners are housed, worked, receive services, participate in treatment, participate in programs, or are kept within the state, with reference to its physical condition, cleanliness, sanitation, safety, and comfort; the quality and supply of bedding; the quality, quantity, and diversity of food served and the manner in which it is prepared and served; the number of prisoners confined therein; and the general conditions of each institution or program;

(d)
The strict adherence to statutes, administrative regulations, and court decisions relating to the department and its operations, jails and their operation, and all employees, persons, and organizations associated with the correctional systems and programs of the state;

(e)
Criminal and administrative investigations, including but not limited to  matters relating to the department, private prisons, vendors, and jails;

(f)
The notification and forwarding of any information relevant to possible criminal violations to the appropriate prosecuting authority; and

(g)
The operation and management of the Office of the Inspector General and the employees thereof.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 196 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The inspector general, employees assigned to the Office of the Inspector General and officers of the Department of Kentucky State Police conducting an investigation authorized by the secretary of the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet:

(1)
May enter any place where prisoners of this state are kept, worked, or are the subject of programs or services of any type;

(2)
Shall be immediately admitted to such place as they desire; and

(3)
May consult and confer with any prisoner, employee, or other person without molestation.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 196 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Department of Corrections shall provide necessary support to the inspector general for the proper operation of the Office of the Inspector General.  The inspector general may, with the approval of the secretary of the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet, request the Department of Kentucky State Police to conduct any investigation deemed necessary by the inspector  general.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 196 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
(a)
If the inspector general finds evidence of fraud, waste, abuse, illegal activity, or other act of commission or omission which is within the purview of the inspector general and which is not proper, the inspector general shall report the activity to the appropriate law enforcement agency for further investigation and shall report the activity to the county attorney, Commonwealth's attorney, Attorney General, United States Attorney, or appropriate federal agency for such action as they deem appropriate.

(b)
Any act of commission or omission which does not rise to the level of a crime, but which violates administrative regulations, shall be reported to the secretary of the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet and the secretary of any other cabinet or head of any agency having jurisdiction over the act of commission or the act of omission.

(c)
Any act of commission or omission which violates a federal regulation or policy shall be reported to the federal agency which promulgated the regulation or policy and which enforces the regulation or policy.

(2)
The inspector general shall make a quarterly report to the Legislative Research Commission of all complaints received, investigations conducted, and other activities authorized or required by Sections 1 to 4 of this Act; the results of the investigation; and the actions taken by the inspector general.  The Legislative Research Commission, or the co-chairs of the Legislative Research Commission acting jointly, shall transmit the information received from the inspector general to the members of the standing Judiciary Committees of the House of Representatives and the Senate within five (5) working days of their receipt.

Section 5.   KRS 196.026 is amended to read as follows:

The Department of Corrections shall consist of the following organizational units:

(1)
Personnel Division;

(2)
Office of Adult Institutions, which shall have the following divisions:

(a)
Division of Operations and Program Services;

(b)
Division of Medical Services;

(c)
Division of Mental Health Services;

(d)
Division of Correctional Industries;

(e)
Division of Kentucky State Reformatory;

(f)
Division of Luther Luckett Correctional Complex;

(g)
Division of Roederer Correctional Complex;

(h)
Division of Blackburn Correctional Complex;

(i)
Division of Kentucky Correctional Institution for Women;

(j)
Division of Frankfort Career Development Center;

(k)
Division of Northpoint Training Center Division;

(l)
Division of Eastern Kentucky Correctional Complex;

(m)
Division of Bell County Forestry Camp;

(n)
Division of Kentucky State Penitentiary;

(o)
Division of Western Kentucky Correctional Complex;

(p)
Division of Green River Correctional Complex; and

(q)
Division of Little Sandy Correctional Complex.


Each division specified in paragraphs (e) to (q) of this subsection shall be headed by a warden pursuant to KRS 196.160;

(3)
Office of Community Services and Facilities, which shall have the following divisions:

(a)
Division of Probation and Parole; and

(b)
Division of Local Facilities;[ and]
(4)
Office of Support Services, which shall have the following divisions:

(a)
Division of Administrative Services;

(b)
Division of Corrections Training; and

(c)
Division of Population Management; and

(5)
Office of the Inspector General.
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