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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1460 R 1


	Bill #:
	HB 410


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to civil actions


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Sara Beth Gregory


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	local governments that are parties to civil actions


	Requirement:
	 
	Mandatory
	x
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	x
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 410 would authorize a Plaintiff to add additional parties to a lawsuit, where a defendant alleges in an answer or amended answer that parties who are currently not a part of the lawsuit, caused or contributed to the injury or damage for which the plaintiff seeks recovery. If the initial complaint or amended complaint was brought within the applicable statute of limitations, then the plaintiff would have 90 days from the filing of the first answer or amended answer by the defendant to bring in the parties who contributed to the injury or damage, even if the claim would otherwise be barred by the statute of limitations. 
The additional parties could be brought into the action by amending the complaint under the Rules of Civil Procedure, or a separate action could be filed against the parties who caused or contributed to the injury or damage for which the plaintiff seeks recovery. 

HB 410 is not intended to extend any applicable statute of repose, shorten or lengthen a statute of limitation other than specifically authorized by HB 410, or limit the right of a defendant to allege that a person not a party to a suit caused or contributed to the injury.      

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 410 on local governments is expected to be minimal. 

HB 410 could potentially increase damage awards against local governments by allowing a claim against a local government, which would otherwise be barred by the statute of limitations, where it is alleged by a defendant that the local government caused or contributed to the injury or damage to the plaintiff. 

On the other hand, HB 410 could potentially allow local governments to recover additional damage awards by allowing the local government to bring parties into a lawsuit who would otherwise not be subject to suit, were it not for the applicability of HB 410. 

It is believed that the provisions of HB 410 will ultimately have a minimal fiscal impact on local governments.      

	Data Source(s):
	LRC Staff


	Preparer:
	Tom Troth
	Reviewer:
	     
	Date:
	     


Page 1

