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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1171


	Bill #:
	HB 437


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to elections and an emergency


	Sponsor:
	Representative Darryl Owens


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	 
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	County clerks and local boards of elections


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 437 amends KRS 116.113 and various sections of KRS Chapter 117 to make various changes in election law.  This measure, introduced at the request of the Kentucky Board of Elections, makes a number of procedural changes in the conduct of elections including:  (1) permit requests for an absentee ballot to be done through electronic mail; (2) permit requests for absentee ballot to be made by a family member of the voter or by an individual with a power of attorney over the voter; (3) stipulate that any voting equipment used to cast absentee ballots shall not be unlocked until 5:30 pm on election day and the county boards of elections shall not release the absentee vote totals until 6 pm; (4) require county boards of elections to provide make-up training for election officers who did not receive initial training; (5) require any individual planning to do exit polling to notify the county board of elections in writing by the close of business the day before the election and prohibit exit polling within 30 feet of voters standing in line to enter a polling place; (6) remove the exception for challengers from section prohibiting the use of paper, telephone, computer, or other information technology system for the purpose of creating a check off list or otherwise recording the identity of voters within the voting room; (7) permit appointment of challengers to observe all absentee voting and to require that the county boards of elections provide training of challengers; (8) establish requirements for challengers; (9) delete the “not more than 30 days prior to election” time limit on the testing of automatic tabulating equipment; (10) clarify procedures applicable to closing down voting equipment and posting return sheets; (11) establish procedures for designating individuals to witness the vote count, and (12) limit inspection of voting records until 60 days after election day except in the case of a contest or recount action.   

HB 437 has an emergency clause and if enacted, would be in effect for the upcoming May primary.     

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 437 on county clerks and local boards of elections is expected to be minimal.  While a number of changes are made in election law, most of the changes are clarification or codification of current practice.  County clerks and local boards of elections will benefit from the streamlining of procedures contained in the measure as well as the clarification of procedures.  No costs, other than those related to educating the county clerks, local boards of elections, and election workers, were identified.  While the bill does contain an emergency clause, the Kentucky Association of County Clerks indicates that the provisions of HB 437 could be implemented during the May primary without a hardship on the offices of the county clerks.      
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