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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1323


	Bill #:
	HB 444


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to the recording of deeds.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Kevin Sinnette


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	County Clerk; Property Valuation Administrator


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	x
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 444 amends KRS 382.300 which relates to the recording of deeds, mortgages and powers of attorney by County Clerks.  Under implementation of the measure, each deed recorded by the County Clerk would be required to contain a map index number.  The map index number is to be the same map index number on record with the Property Valuation Administrator for the county.  

Under current law, the state Department of Revenue has the biennial duty of preparation of detailed maps identifying every parcel of real property within each county. The Department prescribes methods and specifications for the mapping of property.  In turn, the local Property Valuation Administrator maintains each county’s maps and gives a unique map index number to each parcel of real property recorded in that county.  In practice, these mapping/numbering systems may range from a simple map/parcel numbering system in one county to a complex 16 digit map/ index numbering system in another.  The map index numbers may be retained in a paper or electronic system. About 90 percent of Kentucky’s PVAs offices have electronic systems containing real property maps with index numbers.  However, not all real property in a county may have been mapped and numbered and placed in a computerized system by the local PVA.

Implementation of the measure could require some additional time and resources and changes in the work patterns in some County Clerks offices seeking to provide an accurate and timely response to the public when filing and recording a deed.  Depending upon local real property mapping circumstances and computerization of this data by the local PVA, when presented with a deed for filing and recording under implementation of the measure, any particular County Clerk would have to examine the deed
 when presented to determine:

· if the PVA map index number had been recorded on the deed by the preparer/presenter of the deed and, if so, would then proceed with filing and recording the real property deed; or 

· if the deed did not contain the PVA map index number and before filing the deed, the Clerk would have to secure the map index number from the local PVA either: (1) through checking an online PVA-administered computer read-only file containing the property mapping and map index number; or (2) by making a data request of the PVA at the counter or via telephone.

Keep in mind that not all PVA Offices may have all of the real property in the county mapped and numbered and placed in a computerized system which would be available to the County Clerk and to the public.  In those instances when a deed filing may occur and the property is not in the computerized system as mapped, the County Clerk would need personnel to take the time to make telephone or face-to-face contact with the Office of the PVA and secure the map index number.  Thus, there could be a wait in turn-around time for the mapping index number if not all real property in the county is mapped.  The extent to which this would be likely to occur on a daily basis is unknown.

Note that as of 2010 two counties, Campbell and Kenton, had previously gained approval from their local fiscal courts to require the presenter of the deed to the County Clerk to have previously included the map index number
 on the deed in order for the Clerk to consider it complete and accept it for filing and recording. This is now a routine practice for those two counties.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 444 on County Clerks and PVAs is indeterminable and depending upon:

· The number of real property deeds filed with the County Clerk on a daily basis in any particular county; 

· Whether all real property in the county has been mapped and indexed by the local PVA Office;

· Whether the local PVA Office has a computer read-only file containing the real property mapped as legally described in the deed and the related map index number and this is readily available to the County Clerk;

· Whether the County Clerk has to verify that the map index number recorded on the deed is correct or just check to determine that it is included; 

· Whether the property in the presented deed is being split thus requiring a new map and index number; and

· The frequency with which the County Clerk must contact the local PVA Office to secure real property mapping and index data.

Implementation of the measure could also result in some changes in the work patterns of local Property Valuation Administrators if there are more frequent requests from County Clerks for verification of real property mapping and map index numbers. The more all real property in the county is mapped and indexed and computerized by any particular PVA Office, the less time and resources will be expended by that local PVA office.
	Data Source(s):
	For  2010 RS HB 569 (identical to HB 444) Data Source(s) were:
Offices of  the following County Clerks:  Franklin; Fayette; Allen; Webster; McLean; Jefferson; Mead; Christian; Campbell; Offices of the following 

Property Valuation Administrators: Franklin and Kenton; Kentucky Department of Revenue, Office of Property Valuation.
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� Note that County Clerks already perform some scanning of the deed when receiving it for filing.


� Note that in Campbell and Kenton counties the map index numbers are recorded as “parcel identification numbers”
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