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Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	39


	Bill #:
	HB 45


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Constitutional amendment relating to county judge/executives.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Bill Farmer


	Unit of Government:
	
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	
	Unified Local


	Office(s) Impacted
	Merged government county-judge executives, county clerks and local boards of elections


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


Purpose and Mechanics
HB 45 proposes to amend Sections 99 and 144 of the Kentucky Constitution to require that counties that have merged the county government with the city government shall not elect a Judge of the County Court. HB 45 amends Section 124 to conform.
Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
With one exception, the fiscal impact of HB 45 on local governments is expected to be a minimal increase in costs. If the voters ratify the amendment, the fiscal impact on Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government is expected to be a minimal to moderate decrease in costs.
With two exceptions, all Kentucky counties have full-time county judge/executives. The two exceptions are Louisville Metro and Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government. Louisville and Lexington have full-time mayors and County Judge/Executives with limited duties. HB 45 would eliminate the position of County Judge/Executive for Louisville and Lexington.

If the measure is enacted, county clerks will be required to make sure that the constitutional amendment is placed on the ballot for the 2012 general election. Since the question would be considered as an additional item on an already scheduled statewide election, the only additional election costs relate to the additional programming costs of the voting machines. According to Harp Enterprises, a vendor that provides electronic voting machines to approximately 96 Kentucky counties, programming costs go down dramatically as more items are added to the ballot. The cost to add a constitutional amendment to the ballot for Franklin County, with 44 precincts, is estimated to be between $1250 and $2000. Therefore, it is expected that passage of HB 45 would result in counties incurring minimal costs.

If the voters ratify the constitutional amendment, then the position of County Judge/Executive will be eliminated for Louisville and Lexington. Since the Louisville County Judge/Executive has no budget, the elimination of that office will have no fiscal impact. According to the Lexington Mayor’s Office, the Lexington County/Judge Executive has a budget of $18,000 per year. Eliminating the office of Lexington County/Judge executive will save $18,000 per year. This savings may be considered minimal to moderate for Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government.
	Data Source(s):
	LRC Staff; Louisville Metro County/Judge Executive; Lexington 

	Mayor’s Office; Harp Enterprises; KY Assoc. of County Clerks; Franklin County Clerk
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