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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	492


	Bill #:
	HB 468


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Elections


	Sponsor:
	Representative Darryl Owens


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	     


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 468 amends KRS 118.315 which sets out how a candidate for office may be nominated by a petition of electors.  A petition is used by independent candidates and candidates in nonpartisan races.

HB 468 makes two changes in the petition process.  The first change specifies that the petition is to contain the signature and legibly printed name of the candidate as well as the signature and legibly printed name of each petitioner. 

The second change is a clarifying amendment to specify that the petitioner requirements relating to an officer of an entire county and an office representing a division less than a county applies to counties with merged governments unless otherwise specified in the charter or local ordinance of the merged government.  The number of petitioners required for an officer of an entire county is 100; the number of petitioners required for an officer representing a division less than a county is 20. 
     .     

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 468 is nil for local governments.  The bill does not impose new requirements on county clerks or local government offices.  
The provision relating to merged government only impacts Louisville Metro Government since the charter of the other merged government in the state, Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government, includes petitioner requirements.  This particular amendment is included to address an ambiguity in the law that was the subject of a recent lawsuit in Jefferson County regarding the number of petitioners required for a candidate for office.      

	Data Source(s):
	LRC staff; Kentucky Board of Elections; Office of Secretary of State
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