Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2011 Regular Session

     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1170


	Bill #:
	HB 469


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Elections


	Sponsor:
	Representative Darryl Owens


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	 
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	County clerks, boards of elections


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 469 amends various statutes relating to election nominating papers and school board elections which cross county boundaries.  The primary purpose of the amendments is to clarify processes and resolve issues that have arisen in past elections.  The changes include:  (1) specify that voters who sign a candidate’s filing form must reside in the candidate’s district; (2) delete language relating to voters signing multiple petitions of nomination in nonpartisan primaries; (3) specify that a disqualified candidate cannot be nominated by a political party to fill the vacancy in candidacy; (4) allow, in cases where a vacancy occurs in the nomination of an unopposed candidate, that the party in which the vacancy occurred may nominate another candidate and also allow the other party to nominate a candidate; (5) require that the candidate and registered voters signing nomination papers include legible printed names in order to be counted; (6) direct the State Board of Elections to develop the petition form for persons seeking endorsement by a political party for the office of President of United States; (7) specify that if in a school board election, no candidate files a petition of nomination for a vacant position, the office is to be placed on the ballot for purposes of write-in voting; and (8) establish a process for county clerks to follow in races for school board elections when the boundaries of a school district extend beyond a single county.

HB 469 has a delayed effective date of November 1, 2011 for the provisions relating to nomination papers.     

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 469 on local government is expected to be nil.  County clerks and election workers will need to be educated on the changes and the measure will require county clerks to communicate and coordinate in school board races when a school board district extends beyond county lines.  However, there is no cost associated with implementation of the measure and the changes are supported by the Kentucky Association of County Clerks.      
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