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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	395


	Bill #:
	HB 99


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to court costs


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Brent Yonts


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Counties that have enacted court fees for the purpose of paying expenses of court houses, bonds, and administration expenses of the Circuit Court…


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	x
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	x
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
A fiscal court may, by ordinance, assess additional fees or costs “for the purpose of paying expenses for courthouses, bonds related to them, and administration expenses of” Circuit (KRS 23A.220) or District (KRS 24A.185) Court. 

In Circuit Court, the fiscal court may add: $25 to the filing fee in a civil action; $25 to costs of the defendant in criminal cases; and $25 when cases are appealed from Circuit Court to the Court of Appeals (KRS 23A.220).
In District Court, the fiscal court may add: $10 to costs in traffic cases; $10 to costs in probate cases; $20 to costs in misdemeanor cases; $10 to costs in small claims cases; and $10 to costs in civil cases (KRS 24A.185).
HB 99 would require that these costs be expended “only” in support of Court of Justice facilities in the county assessing the fee, which could result in the fees being redirected from county courthouses generally. If the Court of Justice shares space with other tenants, only the costs directly attributable to the court of justice and common areas can be paid out of the fees collected. 

HB 99 would require an annual public accounting and reporting mechanism to the Department for Local Government. A copy of the report would also be sent to the Circuit Clerk, Chief Circuit Judge, and Chief District Judge in the county. 
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 99 on local governments is indeterminable, but could be minimal to significant.
The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) indicates that the fiscal courts of all 120 counties have “an active” ordinance to enact fees under KRS 23A.220, and/or KRS 24A.185, but that not all counties collect the fees. For 2009-2010 fees were collected in the total amount of $5,808,795.33. AOC records further indicate that 98 of the 120 counties collected fees for 2009-2010.
By contrast, the Department for Local Government (DLG) indicates that for 2009-2010, fewer counties reported fees collected under KRS 23A.220 and/or KRS 24A.185. DLG indicates that 74 counties reported the collection of court fees in the total amount of $3,465,866.93. DLG lists total expenses attributable to courthouses in 2009-2010 as $25,779,894.37.
For those counties that collect no fees under KRS 23A.220 and/or KRS 24A.185, the impact of HB 99 should be nil to minimal.

This legislation could have the effect of redirecting the fees collected from the cost of maintaining county courthouses generally, to only those expenses of courthouses that relate specifically to the Court of Justice. Although the exact fiscal impact is indeterminable, limiting the fees could have a minimal to significant fiscal impact on county governments, depending on the amount of the fees redirected as a result of the legislative change. 
Although counties must have their annual budgets approved by the State Local Finance Officer at DLG, and extensively report expenditures to DLG on a quarterly basis, there may be some additional fiscal impact resulting from the increased reporting requirements of HB 99, but it is expected that those additional associated costs would be minimal. 

	Data Source(s):
	Administrative Office of the Courts; Department for Local Government; Kentucky Association of Counties; LRC staff
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