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A RESOLUTION designating February 23, 2011, as Jimmie Lee Day in the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of our friend and colleague, Representative Jimmie Lee, upon the occasion of earning the Jacob Javits Award for Public Service from the American Psychiatric Association.

WHEREAS, Representative Jimmie Lee has been a member of this Honorable Body since 1993 and chair of the Budget Review Subcommittee on Human Resources since 1998; and

WHEREAS, Representative Lee has sponsored legislation to protect the elderly from exploitation, provide advocacy services for children in crisis, and establish medication assistance programs for those who cannot afford necessary prescription drugs; and

WHEREAS, Representative Lee has repeatedly worked to increase funding for home health programs and other services that provide greater independence to those who require aid in accomplishing everyday tasks; and

WHEREAS, in areas where there was an unmet need for inpatient services, Representative Lee has been the champion of efforts to find creative solutions to fund them; and

WHEREAS, Representative Lee was the driving force behind legislation authorizing and funding a new facility for Eastern State Hospital, a true victory for mental health patients and their families for generations to come; and

WHEREAS, Representative Lee fought to allow Kentucky children with severe emotional disabilities to receive treatment in this Commonwealth rather than leaving the state at great financial and psychological expense to their families; and

WHEREAS, Representative Lee has been an essential part of efforts to contain the growth of Medicaid expenses while preserving the level of care that all Kentuckians expect and deserve; and

WHEREAS, in all his endeavors, Representative Lee has used his position and his abilities to speak for those with no voice and ensure justice for those left in desolation; and

WHEREAS, Representative Lee has been duly and deservedly acknowledged for his good deeds by the American Psychiatric Association, which has bestowed upon him its biennial honor for a state legislator who has made significant contributions to the cause of Americans with mental illness, the Jacob Javits Award for Public Service; and

WHEREAS, if at any time or in any manner a member of this Honorable Body has been able to stand proudly and bask in the glory of its more noble accomplishments, it is because Representative Jimmie Lee, the Gentlemen from Hardin 25, has shouldered the heaviest burdens of our most vulnerable and destitute brethren; and

WHEREAS, the members of this Honorable Body humbly assemble this day to congratulate our friend and colleague and join in a celebration of his good works;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives salute Representative Jimmie Lee for his 18 years of dedicated service in this Honorable Body, and find his devotion to the needs of this Commonwealth's most vulnerable citizens worthy of recognition and honor.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives is proud to see one of its members, Representative Jimmie Lee, given the Jacob Javits Award for Public Service by the American Psychiatric Association, and finds Representative Lee wholly deserving of the honor.

Section 3.   February 23, 2011, is hereby declared and designated as Jimmie Lee Day in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 4.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of our friend and colleague, Representative Jimmie Lee.
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